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If an earthly prince quit his pa- 
lace to visit the cottage of a poor 
peasant, it ia thought great con- 
descension — What then shall we 
think of the King of Kings, who 
deigns to fix his abode in the con- 
trite and humble aoul? 

As we cannot truly call Jesus our 
Master " without the spirit of 
Christ, " (Rom. viii. 9.) so neiO- 
can we call God omFtrl/ier witli 
the spirit of adoption. 



Tlie first acts of flin itmy Aitturb, 
but long habits of wickedness »ear 
the conscience. Beware of what 
are called little sins. 

Liberty of conscience is sometimes 
made a shelter for men of no con- 



He who gives the workers of 
iniquity a favouring gmUe, or an 
encouraging worA, will not need 
much intreaty to lend them a help- 
ing hand, especially if he has any 
hope of sharing the spoil. 



The Emperor Vespasii 
person spoke ill of him, said " While 
I do nothing that i 
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its reproach, 
i uneasiness." 



All the world's honey will not 
serve to allay the envenomed sting- 
ings of a guilty conscience. 

He who clips away a little truth, 
and puts in a patch of falsehood to 
make measure, is likely to hecome a 
skilful manufacturer of lies. 



Thousands of volumes which bear 
good titles are full of deadly errors, 
dangerous allurements to folly, and 
fine-spun apologies for vice. 



Novels, plays, and romances, are 
generally so written, as to captivate 
the imagination and corrupt the 
heart, and should therefore be 
avoided. 
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Be not desirous of having it to 
say that thou hast perused a vast 
number of volumes. One good 
book read with laborious attention 
will tend more to enrich thy under- 
standing than skimming over the 
surface of twenty authors. 



^'' Righteousness exalteth a na- 
tlonr It makes the laborious cheer 
f ul, the studious useful, the poor rich 
in faith, and the rich poor in spirit. 



To engage with a large acquaint- 
ance is opening our gates to invaders 
of our time. 



Thou mayest gain a lease of an 
estate, but the Lord of time issues 
no grant for any certain term of 
future years. Thou hast a charge 



to occupy till he come, but thou 
must remain tenant at wUl, 



Vain amusement which many call 
jMUS'XhnRj is rather a contrivance to 
waste time. 

Be more careful of thy time than 
the miser is of his gold. 

With willing heart and active hands, 
Lord, I would practice thy com- 
mands ; 
Improve the moments as they fly, 
And live as I would wish to die. 



No time is thine but the present. 
The time gone comes no more ; the 
time to come may find thee gone 
when it comes. 
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It is to be lamented that a great 
number of upright and amiable | 

persons in public and private life | 

observe no methodical regulations 
in their business and families, and 
this is perhaps one reason why they 
are not prosperous in their temporal 
affairs. 



If every hour knows its proper 
employment, no time will be lost. 
Idleness will be shut out at every 
avenue, and with her that numerous 
body of vices that make up her train. 

We ought to keep such company 
as will never make us blush. 



Ill habits gather by unseen degrees, 
As brooks run rivers, rivers run to 
seas. 



Let neither the tears of natural 
tenderness, nor the sudden terrors of 
conscious guilt, be mistaken for 
genuine repentance. 



Godly sorrow is a stream flowing 
from the fountain opened in a re- 
generate heart. 



True repentance consists in a 
heart being broken for sin, and 
broken yrom sin. 

" He that covereth his sins shall 
not prosper^ hut whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. ^' (Prov. xxviii. 13.) One 
covers his sins with the fig-leaf 
apron of vain excuses, another with 
ih& filthy rags of self-righteousness, 
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and a third with the flimsy argu- 
ments and roretched quibbles of in- 
fidelity. 



Sin in its ordinary progress first 
deceives, next hardens^ and then 
destroys. 



As impenitence shuts Christ out 
of the soul, so Christ will shut the 
impenitent out of Heaven. ^^ Ex- 
cept ye repent ye shall all likewise 
perishy 



What better can we do, than pros- 
trate fall 

Before him reverent ; and there con- 
fess 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg 
with tears. 
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There is a certain simplicity, and 
savoury in the conversation of truly 
pious persons which will ever dis- 
tinguish them. 



Affability is an excellent qualifi- 
cation in conversation ; for as know- 
ledge teaches us what to say, and 
prudence when to say it, so affability 
teaches how to speak in an agreeable 
manner. 



Prolixity in writing or in con- 
versation tends not only to tire and 
disgust the readers or the company, 
but so to confuse the mind as to 
make it incapable of understanding 
what has been said ; whereas brevity 
pleases as well as profits, and tends 
very much to improve time. 
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A man may learn so much of his 
bible as to become a sort of living 
concordance, and yet have little 
knowledge of divine things. 

True piety is light in the under^ 
standing, peace in the conscience, 
purity in the affections, and con** 
sistency in the life. 

Religion would have no enemies, 
if it was not an enemy to vice. 

Some receive the form of godli- 
ness to take away their reproach, 
but not the power of it to take 
away their sins. 



It will avail thee nothing to 
cluinge thy religion if thy religion 
does not change thee. 
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As emnitj to God and his law 
marks the carnal mind, so love to 
God and delight in his law, are the 
distinguishing traits of the spiritual 
or renewed mind. 

" From thee, great God, we spring, 

to thee we tend. 
Path, motive, guide, original, and 

end." 



Thou hadst better throw the best 
earthly things overhoardy than make 
shipwreck of faith and of a good 
conscience. 



Bishop Hall says, '^ After the 
commission of crimes, thou mayest 
fly from thy fellow-men, yea, thy 
soul may fly from thy body, but thy 
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conscience will not fly from thy 
soul, nor thy sin from thy con- 
science." 



Good men have ever valued the 
Scriptures. 



Prayer must he sincere to be ef- 
fectual. If thou ' * regard iniquity^ ' 
in thy heart, the Lord will not hear 
thee. Let there be no reserve (says 
Gurnall,) no false box in the cabinet 
of the soul to lock up a darUng sin. 



He who neglects seeTcing God 
to-day, may not have an opportu- 
nity oi finding him to-morrow. 



When the Duke of Venice shewed 
Charles the 5th his princely palace 
and fine gardens, the Emperor said, 
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" These are the things which make 
a man unwilling to die." 

He who was never wise enough 
to find out any mistakes or faults 
in himself, will not he charitable 
enough to excuse what he reckons 
the faults or mistakes of others. 



Men who usurp the form of Christi- 
anity without its spirit, give to Christ 
the vapour of the lips, and to mam^ 
mon the solid homage of the heart. 
They are a perpetual mildew on the 
blossoms, a death-frost round the 
roots of social piety. 



It is wisdom to leave worldly 
things before they leave us. 
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The fairer and higher thy cha- 
racter, the greater need thou hast 
of caution. A white garment is 
soon stained. 



True modesty is ashamed of every 
thing criminal. False modesty only 
of those things that are unfashion- 
able. 



Take not as thy companions either 
those who are too giddy to think, 
or too selfish to feel ; those who are 
too reserved to speak, or too open 
to keep a secret. 

Expect not constancy from him 
who is a feather driven by the winds 
of fashion; or that he can be th^ 
friend whose ways prove him to be 
" tJie enemy of God,'* 
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Link not thyself with those who 
venture on the smooth stream of 
sensual pleasure, lest thou he gra- 
dually drawn into the whirlpool of 
excess, ^' where gay delusion darkens 
to despair." 



Friendship has heen called the 
sweetener of life. It is a compound^ 
made up of truth and kindness, 
prudence and piety. 

Pursue the search, and you shall 
find, 

Good sense and knowledge of man- 
kind, 

To he at least expedient ; 

And after summing all the rest, 

Religion ruling in the breast, 

A principal ingredient. 
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Proud persons seldom meet with 
friends^ because in prosperity they 
know nobody^ and in adversity few 
know them. 



He who confounds with noise, 
instead of convincing with reason, 
who makes the modest blush and 
the meek tremble, causes pain where 
he comes^ and pleasure when he 
departs. 



Modesty is generally the com- 
panion of virtue, innocence, and 
real abilities. 

As wholesome food and constant 
exercise are conducive to the health 
and strength of the hody^ so useful 
knowledge and frequent meditation 
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promote the vigour and happinesd 
of the mind. 



Linger not in dilatory preparation 
till the door of opportunity be shut. 



The diligent farmer seldom com- 
plains that he has nothing to do. 
He is still engaged mending his 
fendes or tending his flocks, sowing 
his seed or reaping his harvest. 



To keep thy garden clear of weeds, 
pluck up some every day. 



Beauty, as the flowery blossom, 
soon fades ; but the excellencies of 
the mind, like the medicinal virtues 
of the plant, remain in it when all 
those charms are withered. 
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The reign of beauty, like a blooming 

flower, 
Is but the pride and pageant of an 

hour. 
To beauty and to youth in vain you 

trust, 
For youth and beauty must be laid 

in dust. » 



Survey the fairest form, we still shall 

find, 
Beauty's an emanation of the mind. 



What is the blooming tincture of 
the skin 

To peace of mind and harmony 
within ? 

What the bright sparkling of the 
finest eye 

To the soft soothing of a calm re- 
ply? 
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Can comeliness of fonn, or shape or 

air, 
With comeliness of words or deeds 

compare ? 
No, those at first th' unwary heart 

may gain, 
But these, these only can the heart 

retain. 



A man who worked in Rowland 
Hill's garden at Wot ton, and was 
supposed to have forsaken a life of 
sin, under the influence of religion, 
was at length discovered to have 
heen the perpetrator of several bur- 
glaries, and other daring robberies 
in the neighbourhood, though he 
had not, till caught in the fact, 
been even suspected. He was tried 
at Gloucester, condemned and exe- 
cuted. It need scarcely be said that 
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his employer visited him in gaol. 
During his interviews with him there, 
he confessed the many crimes of 
which he had been guilty. " How 
was it, William," he enquired, " that 
you never robbed me, when you 
had such abundant opportunity f" 
" Sir," replied he, ** do you recollect 
the juniper on the border against 
the dining-room ? I have many 
times hid under it at night, intend- 
ing, which I could easily have done, 
to get into the house and plunder 
it — ^but. Sir, I was afraid; some- 
thing said to me, he is a man of 
God, it is a house of prayer ; if I 
break in there I shall surely be 
found out — so I never could pluck 
up courage to attempt it." In 
another conversation he told him, 
** Sir, I well knew that old Mr. 
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Rugg was in the habit of carrying 
a deal of money in his pocket ; times 
and times have I hid behind the 
hedge of the lane leading to his 
house — he has passed within a yard 
of me, when going home from the 
prayer meeting, again and again — 
I could not stir — ^I durst not touch 
80 holy a man. I was afraid. I 
always began trembling as soon as 
he came near me, and gave up the 
thought altogether, for I knew he 
was a holy man." This is a fact 
which well assures us that God our 
"*M»*' is a ^^ shield'''' too. 



It is a common saying that " Clean- 
liness is next to Godliness;" and 
whatever exceptions there may be 
to a general rule, it is observable 
that filthiness of external habits, 
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and extreme pollution of mind are 
frequently yoke-fellows. 



One who was very neat in his 
dress observed, that " cleanliness of 
the body and the clothes, ought to 
put us in mind of keeping all clean 
within." The well-known Rowland 
Hill, in urging upon the poor the 
necessity of every possible adorn- 
ment of the Christian character, 
would particularize cleanliness ; and 
consider a slovenly person or a dirty 
house an evidence that religion had 
effected no salutary change in the 
character. 



Rowland Hill. — '* A gentleman of 
his acquaintance once met him at 
Brighton where he heard him preach 
a sermon, in which there was such 
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a mixture of the humourous, that 
the congregation were excited hy it 
to a considerahle degree of laughter. 
This was followed by such an awful 
address to their consciences, and a 
pathos BO deep and melting, that 
there was scarcely an individual 
present who did not weep. In the 
evening, the conversation at the 
house in which he was visiting was 
of a very lively nature. After Mr. 
Hill retired, the gentleman before 
alluded to thought he heard some 
one in the passage, and on going 
out, found him at the bottom of the 
stairs. He feared he was unwell; 
but on enquiring the reason of his 
remaining there, discovered him to 
be in deep agony of mind, to which 
he gave vent in confessions of sor- 
row at having been such a trifler, 
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and mourned over his unseasonable 
drollery with the simplicity of a 
child. Before he went to his room, 
he said — *I never wish to say a 
single word to excite a smile, which 
would prevent an immediate ap* 
proach to God, in all the solemnity 
of spiritual prayer.' The scene was 
most affecting, and was a striking 
proof of his contrition when he 
reflected that by giving way to the 
natural sprightliness of his disposi- 
tion, he might have prevented his 
real usefulness, or have forgotten 
for an instant the character of a 
messenger of the gospel." 



** Blessed is he that considereth 
tJie poor ; the Lord will deliver him 
in time of trouble. The Lord will 
preserve him and keep him alivp: 
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and he shall he blessed upon the 
earth; and thou wilt not deliver 
him unto the will of his enemies. 
The Lord will strengthen him upon 
the bed of languishing : thou wilt 
maize all his bed in his sickness y 
(Psalm xli. 1,2,3.) 



It has been found by persons 
disposed to distribute of their sub- 
stance, that thej have supposed 
themselves more liberal than has 
reallj been the case. They have 
seemed to give frequently, and per- 
haps have done so; and have at 
times feared they were exceeding 
proper bounds, when at last re- 
solving to set apart a certain portion 
of their income for the specific ob- 
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ject, they have been surprised at 
the end of the year to find their 
funds not exhausted, even though 
their appUcations had seemed as 
numerous, as urgent, and as li- 
berally attended to as before. 



Let it be remembered that the 
sums which some give, however 
large, may be given without the 
self-privation of a single worldly 
comfort, or even of the luxurious 
enjoyment of the good things of this 
life, and thence be as sacrifices that 
cost nothing. The Christian had 
need to enquire in his closet con- 
cerning the faithful discharge of his 
stewardship. 
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Wealth may seek us, but wisdom 

must be sought ; 
Sought before all ; but (how unlike 

all else 
We seek on earth ! ) 'tis never sought 

in vain. 



" J9tt/ n-hen thou doest alms^ let 
not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth. That thine alms 
may be in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret himself shall 
reward thee openly. ^'^^Msitt, vi. 3. 4. 



In thy works of charity guard 
against ostentatious parade (the fruit 
of pride and vain-glory) and an 
oter-scrupulotis regard to secrecy, 
the natural offspring of misconcep- 
tion. If with King David thou 
canst say " of thine own have I 
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given thee," the simple performance 
of thy duty will not lift thee up, 
but thy " hght" may shine before 
men, and they seeing thy good 
works may glorify thy " Father 
which is in Heaven,'' — Matt. v. 16. 

Virtue the tribute scorns of vulgar 

eyes. 
And in herself her richest portion 

lies; 
With solid beams and "'native glory 

bright, 
She neither darkness dreads nor 

covets light. 



The very essence of Charity is 
disinterested good-doing; and al- 
though we may like it the better for 
its returns of benefit, we must obey 
its impulses from delight itself. 
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Where we fail in this, our charity 
fails, although our deeds of bene- 
ficence may still be abounding. 



Wherever the affections are set 
on earthly treasure, or the energies 
of the mind are set on carnal in- 
dulgence; the judgments of God 
are sooner or later made manifest. 



A hatred of sin, and an ardent 
desire after holiness, must ever 
mark the disposition and conduct 
of the Lord's children. If David 
could say — 'i Oh how love I thy 
law ! it is my meditation all the 
^^y ; thy testimonies have I taken 
as an heritage for ever ; for they 
are the rejoicing of my heart " 
— the follower of Jesus, in every 
age, ought surely to breathe in the 
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same spirit, and to burn with the 
same ardoui*. If the ancient Israel- 
ites were commanded to talk of the 
Lord's precepts when they set in 
their houses, or walked by the way, 
and when they lay down, and when 
they rose up ; to teach them dili- 
gently to their children; to bind 
them for a sign upon their hand, 
and for frontlets between their eyes; 
to write them on their door-posts 
and on their gates — much more is 
the Christian bound by every tie 
of gratitude, to love and obey them 
— to guard and cherish them as his 
dearest treasure. 



The soldiers of Christ too often 
contend about the weapons of their 
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warfare, instead of using them in 
the common cause of the Captain 
of their salvation. 



Poverty of spirit, with her vir- 
tuous attendants, humUity, and 
meekness, is under divine influence, 
the ground-work of Christian ex- 
perience, a safeguard through the 
steps of time, and a token of hliss- 
ful immortality. 

What can be more feeble than 
the ivy, the jessamine, or the vine, 
yet these, by the assistance of their 
tendrils orclasper8,ri8eandare sup- 
ported till they sometimes mount 
as high as the trees or the wall that 
sustains them ; so the weak believer 
laying hold on Christ, by faith, not 
only can grow, but may become as 
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a fruitfal vine upon the wall of a 
house. 

Ah! why by passing clouds op- 

press*d 
Should vexing thoughts distract thy 

breast? 
Turn, turn to Him, in every pain. 
Whom never suppliant sought in 

vain; 
Thy strength in joy's ecstatic day. 
Thy hope when joy has passed away. 

Bishop Hall.— "I have learnt 
more of God and myself in one 
week's affliction, than all my whole 
life's prosperity had taught me 
before." 

The mind grows firm by weathering 
the tempest. 
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But in success, dissolving sinks to 

ease, 
And loses all her firmness. 



All those who hope hereafter heaven 

to share, 
Troubles and sorrows here should 

calmly bear. 
And with collected spirits undergo 
The sad variety of human woe, 
While the bright prospect of ap- 
proaching joy 
Creates a bliss no troubles can 
destroy. 



That faith is called precious 
which receives the rich provisions 
of the gospel. We think the man 
sick who has lost his appetite, and 
80 it is with our souls : they lan- 
guish, and are in an evil state as 
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long as they are without spiritual 
hunger for that food which conieth 
from God. The worst want is to 
be without a sense of our wants. 

A Christian that lives amongst his 
enemies should never stir out with- 
out his armour. 



John Newton. — " If I am lawfully 
called into the company of the pro- 
fligate, I am too much shocked to 
be in great danger of being hurt by 
them. I feel myself in the situation of 
the traveller, when assaulted by the 
north wind. The vehemence of the 
wind makes me wrap my cloak the 
faster about me. But when I am 
with good sort of people, I am like 
the same traveller when under the 
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powerful beams of the sun; the 
insinuating warmth puts me in- 
sensibly off my guard, and I am in 
danger of voluntarily dropping the 
cloak, which could not be forced 
from me by downright violence. 
The circle of politeness, elegance, 
and taste, unless a higher spirit and 
principle predominate, is to me an 
enchanted spot, which I seldom 
enter without fear, and seldom retire 
from without loss." 



The goodness of an ever-present, 
ever-ruling God, is joyfully traced 
by the believer in little circum- 
stances, as well as in great events. 
How often, during the course of 
our pilgrimage, have we reason to 
bless Him for that special provi- 
dence, by which our sufferings are 
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alleviated, and our wants supplied ! 
How many are the minute turning 
points in our lives— the mere acci- 
dents as some persons would call 
them— which are afterwards found 
to have been fraught with important 
consequences both for our temporal 
and spiritual welfare ! 

*• Oh ! who shall say how great the 
plan 

Which this day's incident began ? 

Too small, perhaps, the slight oc- 
casion, 

For our dim-sighted observation ; 

It passed unnoticed, as the bird 

That cleaves the liquid air unheard, 

And yet may prove, when under- 
stood, 

The^harbinger of endless good." 
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Many are busy about shaking the 
tree of knowledge and scrambling 
for the fruit, but neglect the tree 
of /f/i?. 



' * Cleanse your hands, ye sinners ; 
and purify your hearts, ye double- 
minded. Be afflicted , and mourn, 
and weep: let your laughter he 
turned to mourning, and your joy 
to heaviness, tumble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up.'' — (James iv. 
8, 9, 10.) 



It is related of the eminent and 
virtuous Sir Matthew Hale, that in 
early life he was fond of conlpany, 
and fell into many levities and ex- 
travagancies. But this propensity 
and conduct were corrected by a 
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circumstance, that made a consider- 
able impression on his mind during 
the rest of his life. Being one day 
in company with other young men, 
one of the party, through excess of 
wine, fell down, apparently dead at 
their feet. Young Hale was so 
affected on this occasion, that he im- 
mediately retired to another room ; 
and shutting the door, fell on his 
knees, and prayed earnestly to God, 
that his friend might be restored to 
life, and that he himself might be 
pardoned for having given counte- 
nance to so much excess. At the 
same time he made a solemn vow, 
that he would never again keep 
company in that manner, nor " drink 
ahealth" while he lived. His friend 
recovered, and Hale religiously ob- 
served his vow. After this event, 
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there was an entire change in his 
disposition ; he forsook all dissipated 
company, and was careful to divide 
his time between the duties of re- 
ligion, and the studies of his pro- 
fession. He became remarkable for 
a grave and exemplary deportment, 
great moderation of temper, and a 
religious tenderness of spirit; and 
these virtues appear to have ac- 
companied him through the whole 
of his life. He continued to enjoy 
the free use of his reason and senses 
to the latest moment, a favoiu* he 
had often earnestly prayed for, and 
when as he drew near the end, his 
voice was so sunk that he could not 
be heard, his friends perceived, by 
the almost constant lifting up of his 
eyes and hands, that he was still 

aspiring after that blessed state of 
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which he was now to be speedily 
possessed. He had no struggles, 
nor seemed to be in any pangs, 
breathing out his righteous, and 
pious, soul in peace. 



The death-bed of the just is yet 

undrawn 
By mortal hand ; it merits a divine ; 
Angels should paint it, angels ever 

there ; 
There on a post of honour, and of 

joy- 



Let not trifles interrupt thy hap- 
piness. Col ton Mather advised with 
his son on this subject, he told him 
it would not be amiss to have two 
heaps ; an heap of unintellit^ibles^ 
and an heap of in curahles, * * E very 
now and then," said he, " you will 
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meet with something or other that 
you cannot well understand, and will 
therefore distress your thoughts; 
you will also meet with some unac- 
countahle things in the conduct of 
some people that you are related to 
or acquainted with; throw them 
into your heap of unintelli^ibies, 
leave them there, trouhle your mind 
no farther, hope the best, but think 
no more about them. You will 
meet with some unpersuadable per- 
sons, perhaps no reason, no ad- 
vice, will do any thing with them, 
especially as to being reconciled to 
some that they are at varimce with; 
throw them into the heap of in- 
curahleSy leave them there, and let 
not such crooked things as cannot 
be made straight, disturb your hap- 
piness." 
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*' If thou turn away thy foot 
from the sahbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day ; and call 
the sabbath a delight ^ the holy of 
the Ltordy honourable; and shalt 
honour liimy not doing thine own 
HraySy nor finding thine own plea- 
sure ^ nor speaking thine own words : 
Then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord; and I will cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the 
earthy and feed thee with the he- 
rit(^e of Jacob thy Father ; for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
»>.'*- (Isaiah Iviii. 13. 14.) 



Sir Matthew Hale— "I have by 
long and sound experience found 
that the due observance of the 
Christian sabbath-dav, and of the 
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duties of it have been of singular 
comfort and advantage to me. The 
observance of this day has ever had 
joined to it a blessing upon the 
rest of my time, and the week that 
hath been so begun, hath been 
prosperous and blessed to me ; and, 
on the other side, when I have been 
negligent of the duties of the day, 
the rest of the week hath been un- 
successful and unhappy to my se- 
cular employments, so that I could 
easily make an estimate of my suc- 
cesses the week following by the 
manner of my passing this day ; and 
this I do not write lightly or in- 
considerately, but upon a long 
and sound observation and expe- 
rience. 
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We spend much time in learning 
useless things, hut not enough in 
opening the folds and doubles of 
the heart. 



Nor let soft slumher close your eyes, 
Before you've recollected thrice 
The train of actions through the day : 
Where have my feet chose out the 

way? 
What have 1 learnt wheree'er I've 

been ? 
From all I've heard, from all I've 

seen, 
What know I more that's worth the 

knowing *? 
What have I done that's worth the 

doing ? ^ 

What have I sought that I should 

shun ? 
What duty have I left undone? 
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Or into what new follies run ? 
These self-enquiries are the road, 
That lead to virtue and to God. 



How soft and sweet are those 
silken cords which the dear Re- 
deemer twines and ties ahout the 
hearts of his children ! 



Gurney.— Christianity is distin- 
guished by nothing more strikingly 
than by the force and tenderness of 
its sympathies ; and those who are 
united to the same Holy Head, 
ought surely to be ever ready, both 
to weep and to rejoice in unison. 
If forbearance, gentleness, and cour- 
tesy, are due to all men, how plainly 
ought they to mark our conduct 
towards those who are of the house- 
hold of faith ! If that Charity, which 
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eyes, whether we do or no. And 
to imagine the world takes no notice 
of them, because we do not, is just 
as wise, as to fancy others do not 
see us because we shut our eyes. 



Two Italian Proverbs. — " A civil 
Answer to a rude speech costs not 
much, and is worth a great deal." 
— " One mild word quenches more 
heat than a whole bucket of water." 



* ^Sehold, how good and hoiv plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in unity T' — (Psalm cxxxiii. 1.) 



** The kindred links of life are bright, 
Yet not so bright as those 

In which Christ's favoured friends 
unite. 
And each on each repose. 



4Q 

Where all tlie hearts in union cling. 
With him the centre and the spring." 

Cecil. — ^If a man will look at most 
of his prejudices, he will find that 
they arise from his field of view being 
necessarily narro\¥, like the eye of 
the fly. He can have but little 
hetter notions of the whole scheme 
of things, as lias been well said, 
than a fly on the pavement of St. 
Paul's Cathedral can have of the 
whole structure. He is offended, 
therefore, hy inequalities, which are 
lost in the great design. This per- 
suasion will fortify him against 
many injurious and troublesome 
prejudices. 

The Christian member of a Chris- 
tian household has this heavenly 
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and solacing influence, " that so 
strong, so unearthly become the 
bonds which unite those who have 
long lived together in the unity of 
the spirit, no less than community 
of blood; that they undoubtedly 
enjoy '* even in absence," a certain, 
though undefinable fruition of each 
other's presence, they hear each 
other's voices speaking in the depth 
of their bosoms, dissuading, ap- 
proving, comforting, rejoicing, and 
thus realize to its fullest extent, 
that blessed privilege, alas ! how 
seldom enjoyed, or even understood, 
of the communion of saints." 



It is cause enough for humility to 
know that we are not humble. 
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Every step we take in theltingdom 
of grace, we necessary sink so much 
lower in our own esteem. 



When Paul was a Pharisee, he 
thought himself blameless, but when 
a Christian he called himself the 
^^ chief ' of sinners. 



" Those that walk in pride he is 
able to abase,'" — (Daniel iv. 37.) 



The World cannot exalt a proud 
man so high, but God can bring 
him low; neither can the world so 
debase a humble man, but God can 
exalt him. 



The world may strive to pull him 

down, 
But God can raise him to a crown. 
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Learn to stand more in awe of 
thyself than of others. 



We should more often judge cau- 
tiously if on hearing a sentiment 
opposed to our own we were to 
remember the bias of education and 
interest ; asking ourselves how would 
it be with us under similar circum- 
stances ? 



We should weigh general sincerity, 
integrity, merit, and usefulness, 
against partial blemishes or defi- 
ciencies. 
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JFdtch^ and pray, are two mono- 
syllables which easily slip off the 
tongue, and yet they contain the 
great rule of Christianity as given 
by its great author. 



Whoever examines the wants of 
his own heart, and the appropriate 
assistance which the Gospel fur- 
nishes, will find them to be two 
tallies which exactly correspond— 
an internal evidence stronger per- 
haps than any other, of the trulli of 
revelation. 



How cross soever the winds and 
tides of providence at any time seem 
to us, yet nothing is more certain, 
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than that they all conspire to hasten 
sanctified souls to God, and fit them 
for glory. 



Who would not, with a heart at ease, 
Bright eye, unclouded brow, 

Wisdom and goodness at the helm. 
The roughest ocean plough ? 

What tongue can tell, what heart 
conceive, the joy which is reserved 
in heaven for those who have here, 
by the work of grace, been assimi- 
lated to Jesus Christ? ** Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we 
shall he : hut we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall he like 
him, for we shall see him as he is,'* 
(I. John, iii. 2.) 
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Pather, Redeemer, Comforter Di- 
vine ! 

This humble offering to Thy equal 
shrine 

Here Thy unworthy servant grate- 
ful pays 

Of undivided thanks, united praise, 

For all those mercies, which at birth 
began, 

And ceaseless flowed thro' life's long 
lengthened span ; 

Propt my frail frame thro' all the 
varied scene, 

With health enough for many a day 
serene ; 

Enough of science clearly to discern 

How few important truths the wisest 
learn ; 

Enough of arts ingenious to employ 

The vacant hours, when graver 
studies cloy ; 
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Enough of wealth to serve each 
honest end, 

The poor to succour, or assist a 
friend ; 

Enough of faith in scripture to 
descry, 

That the sure hope of immortality. 

Which only can the fear of death 
remove, 

Flows from the fountain of Re- 
deeming Love 

" But and if ye suffer for right- 
eousness^ sake, happy are ye ; and 
he not afraid of their terror, neither 
he troubled ''^[\. Peter, iii. 14.) 

Many winter blasts will meet you 
in the most inoffensive way of re- 
ligion, if you keep straight to it. 
Suffering and war with the world, 
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is a part of the godly man's portion 
here, which seems hard; but take 
it altogether it is sweet; none in 
their wits will refuse that legacy 
entire — ' * These things have I spoken 
unto yoUy that in me ye might hate 
peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, 
I have overcom£ the norldj* 



Ignatius, who lived within the 
first hundred years after Christ, 
and was torn in pieces of wild beasts 
at Borne, for his true faith in Jesus, 
left this, among other things, behind 
him: "There is nothing better than 
the Peace of a good conscience;** 
intimating, there might be a peace 
to wicked consciences, that are past 
feeling any thing to be evil, but 
swallowed up of the wickedness of 
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the world. And in his epistle to 
the churches at Ephesus, Magnetia, 
Trallis, and Eome, upon his mar- 
tyrdom, saith, " Now I begin to be 
a disciple ; 1 weigh neither visible 
nor invisible things ; so that I may 
gain Christ." O heavenly-minded 
man ! A blessed martyr of Jesus 
indeed ! 



That which is taught by the 
silent, ever-influencing language of 
general example is often too much 
overlooked even by those who re- 
commend religion to their children 
as a thing of the first importance. 
He who habitually drives it into a 
corner, who urges the extreme de- 
sirableness of laying up treasures 
in heaven while his dearest ones 
are evinced by his conduct to be on 
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earth ; who insists on the excellence 
and importance of meekness, pa- 
tience, and charity, while he is no 
way remarkable for the exercise of 
those graces himself ; who descants 
on the vanity of the world while he 
is seen to be a slave to its opinions 
and fashions, can hardly expect 
much success from his labours. 



^^ I know him that he will com- 
inand his children, and his house* 
liold after him^ and they shall keep 
the may of the Lord.'' — (Genesis 
xviii. 19.) 



" Religion, (says a popular writer) 
is the only thing in which we seem 
to look for the end without making 
use of the means ; and yet it would 
not be more surprising if we were 
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to expect that our children should 
become artists and scholars, without 
being bred to arts and languages, 
than it is to look for a christian 
without a christian education." 



** Train up a child in the may he 
should go ^ and wJien he is old^ he 
will not depart from it,'' — (Pro v. 
xxii. 6.) 



If our condition here be as pros- 
perous as we could wish or imagine, 
it is but for a little season. The 
rich man in the Gospel talked of 
many years, but Thou fool, this 
night shall thy soul be required of 
theCy was the longest period. 
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They who the longest lease enjoy 
Have told us with a sigh, 

That, to be bom, seems little more 
Than to begin to die* 



The hardest and the best arith- 
metic we can learn is this— iso to 
number our days that we may ap- 
ply our hearts unto wisdom; but 
this we must learn of a Divine 
Teacher. 



Parisian Life. — An anecdote, 
furnished by Hannah More. — "A 
Lady who very properly attended 
her husband to France, who went 
in an official character, soon after 
her arrival wrote to a friend how 
very painful every thing she saw 
and heard was to her ; the levity, 
the round of pleasure, the desecra- 
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tion of the Sabbath ;— in short, the 
whole frivolous and vicious routine 5 
her life was such that she longed to 
return home. About a year after 
they were recalled to London. Be- 
fore her departure she wrote to the 
same friend, that she was grieved to 
be forced to quit a place so truly 
delightful, and that she could not 
leave without the deepest regret, 
those amiable people whom, per- 
haps, she might see no more ! This 
very lady had frequently said, that 
English women were held in such 
abhorrence by the Parisians, that 
she was obliged to dress like a 
French woman to escape insult. So 
it is when we cultivate familiarity 
with sin. 
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Sin IS a monster of such frightful 

mien, 
As to be hated, needs but to be 

seen; 
Yet seen too oft, familiar grows its 

face^ 
We first despise, then pity, then 

embrace. 



Chesterfield. — I have run the silly 
rounds of pleasure, and have done 
with them all. I have enjoyed all 
the pleasures of the world, I ap- 
praise them at their real worth, 
which is in truth very low ; those 
who have only seen their outside 
always over-rate them, but I have 
been behind the scenes, I have seen all 
the coarse puUies and dirty ropes 
which move the gaudy machines, 
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and I have seen and smelt the tallow 
candles which illuminate the whole 
decoration to the astonishment and 
admiration of the ignorant audience. 
When I reflect on what I have seen, 
what I have heard, and what I have 
done, I can hardly persuade myself 
that all that frivolous hurry and 
bustle of pleasure in the world had 
any reality; but I look upon all 
that is passed as one of those ro- 
mantic dreams which opium com- 
monly occasions, and I do by no means 
desire to repeat the nauseous dose. 



Pleasure's the fatal rock which most 

have split on ; 
For men, bewitched by the cursed 

syren's voice, 
Sail on regardless till they strike 6a 

ruin. 
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Beligious duties are often neg- 
lected upon more consistent grounds 
than the friends of religion are 
willing to allow. They are often 
discontinued, not as repugnant to 
the understanding, not as repulsive 
to the judgment, but as hostile to 
a licentious life. And when a pru- 
dent man, after having entered into 
a solemn convention, finds that he 
is living in a constant breach of 
every article of the treaty he has 
engaged to observe, one cannot 
much wonder at his getting out of 
the hearing of the heavy artillery 
which he knows is planted against 
him, and against every one who lives 
in the allowed infraction of the 
covenant into which every Chris<- 
tian has eLvCred. 
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One of the most infallible artd by 
which the inexperienced are engaged 
on the side of irreligion, is that 
popular air of candour, good nature, 
and toleration, which it so inva- 
riably puts on. While sincere piety 
is often accused of moroseness and 
severity, because it cannot hear the 
doctrines on which it founds its 
eternal hopes derided without emo- 
tion ; indifference and unbelief pur- 
chase the praise of candour at an 
easy price, because they neither 
suffer grief, nor express indignation 
at hearing the most awful truths 
ridiculed, or the most solemn obli- 
gations set at nought. They do not 
engage on equal terms. The infidel 
appears good humoured from his 
very levity ; but the Christian can- 
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not jest on subjects which involve 
his everlasting salvation. 



Eyes dazzled long by fiction's gaudy 

rays, 
In modest truth no light nor beauty 

find. 

To endeavour to gain the perfect 
happiness promised in the next 
world, is the surest way to gain the 
greatest happiness this world can 
bestow. 



God often touches our best com- 
forts, and calls for that which we 
most love, and are least willing to 
part with. Not that he always 
takes it utterly away, but to prove 
the soul's integrity, to caution us 
from excesses, and that we may 
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remember Him, the author of those 
blessings we possess, and live loose 
to them : the way to keep our enjoy- 
ments is to resign them ; and though 
that be hard, it is sweet to see them 
returned, as Isaac wa3 to his Father 
Abraham, with more love and bless- 
ing than before. 

Our hearts are fastened to this world 
By strong and tender ties ; 

But ev'ry sorrow cuts a strmg, 
And urges us to rise. 

An hour shall come, (you question 

this,) 
An hoMT when you shall bless, 
^^yond the brightest beams of life, 
i>ark dajs of your distress. 
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John Fletcher. — ^This distinguished 
man, although conspicuously lowly 
in heart, was by nature a man of 
strong passions, and prone to anger 
in particular, insomuch that it is 
said he has frequently spent the 
greater part of the night bathed in 
tears, imploring victory over his 
own spirit; and he did not strive 
in vain, for so thoroughly was na- 
ture subdued by divine grace, that 
for many years before his death it is 
believed neither friend nor foe could 
charge him with being out of temper 
on any provocation whatever. 



When we fix our hope, and our 
heart, on the only true and de- 
pendable support, all is safe, and 
the soul treads firm while the globe 
trembles. Let eternal things be 
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borne this way ^or that, there is 
peace within ; nor, when all methods 
have been examined, can any other 
be found for the establishment of 
the mind, than that it should lay 
all its stress upon the one immova- 
ble and immutable rock. 



" The Lord is my strength and 
iny shield; my heart trusted in 
Him^ and I am helped ; therefore 
my heart greatly rejoieeth; and 
with my song will I praise HimJ" 
— (Psalm xxViii. 7.) 

Those who are already members 
of the Church of Christ, can indeed 
require no labour of love, on our 
parts to their conversion. But 
^Hristians are called upon to be 
fellow-helpers one of another in 
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their spiritual course. They must 
individually endeavour to huild up 
their brethren in that holy faith 
which was " once delivered to the 
saints ;'* they must provoke to love 
and to good works, by joint and 
reciprocal efforts, the whole church 
must " edify itself in love." How 
often are Christian pilgrims cheered 
on their way, by the help and en- 
couragement which they derive 
from each other; how often do 
they find, to their joy and com- 
fort, that as " iron sharpeneth iron, 
so a man sharpeneth the coun- 
tenance of his friend ! " And what 
ought to be our conduct towards 
those who love the Lord Jesus, but 
are nevertheless overcome for a 
season, by the enemy of their souls? 
Brethren, if a man be overtaken in 
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a fault, ye which are spiritual re- 
store such an one in the spirit of 
meekness ; considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted. ^*' Bear ye 
one another 8 burdens^ and so fulfil 
the law of Christ '^ 



Beyond the dark and stormy bound. 
That guards our dull horison round, 

A lovelier vale extends ; 
Mr.«"siah rules in mercy there, 
And o'er his altar bright in air, 

The morning star ascends. 

Oh ! holy seat of love and peace. 
The sounds of war and conflict cease, 

Within thy quiet reign ; 
And every flower of fairest hue, 
That once in favoured Eden grew, 

Shall rise and bloom again. 
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When once poisoned with pre- 
judice, we can find faults la the 
beat characters, and if disposed to 
compare them with ourselveSy by 
holding the balance in our onm 
handSy we can make them prepon- 
derate as we please. 



If once to prejudice the souFs re- 
signed, 

If pre-possession gains the unwary 
mind, 

In vain prefers poor innocence her 
plea, 

For as our passions dictate we de- 
cree; 

Justice no more suspends her equal 
scale, 

But spite or faction over truth pre- 
\'ail. 



74 



Those who by grace keep a good 
conscience^ may cheerfully trust 
God with keeping their good name. 
Paul did this when he said the Lord 
was able to keep that which he 
had committed unto him. — (2 Tim. 
i. 12.) 

'* But he knoweth the way that 
I take : when he hath tried me^ I 
shall come forth as gold" — (Job 
xxiii. 10.) 

Ridicule, and raillery, especially 
in religious matters, are the wea- 
pons of pride, ignorance, and envy. 

Although the infirmities of hu- 
man nature should not be sported 
with, yet it would be well for man- 
kind if ridicule would confine itself 
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there, but it extends its baleful in- 
fluences over the best of mental 
qualities, for perhaps there is not a 
virtue to be named but ridicule can, 
through some false medium, distort 
into a vice. The glass of ridicule 
reflects things not only darkly, but 
falsely also, for it always discolours 
the objects before it ventures to 
represent them to us; thus for 
instance, it will clothe prudence in 
the garb of avarice, call courage 
rashness, cleanliness or emtdation 
pride ; it will brand generosity with 
the name of prodigality, and cheer- 
fulness with that of levity ; it will 
laugh at the compassionate man for 
his weakness, at the serious nun 
forhispreciseness, and the pious man 
for his hypocrisy ; indeed it never 
seenw so bappy as when it can 
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•tamp the marks of deformity and 
guilt upon innocence and goodness. 



It is impossible to be sincere » and 
especially to support the Christian 
character, if we always assent to 
and comply with our connections, 
and the company we happen to be 
in, indeed it is not only a vice but 
the parent of many more. Tem- 
porizing overthrows all steadiness of 
principle, and produces that sinful 
conformity to the world, which 
taints the whole character, nay, 
indeed it is criminal on various oc- 
casions, if we do not oppose the 
world though we should stand 
alone, or suffer in so doing. 

Gurnall says to the Temporizer— 
*' O Professor, be open and plain 
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hearted with God and man, kee]^ 
the King^s highroay, the plain ho- 
nest way of Christian doctrines, and 
holj ohedienoe." 



More are inclined to believe than 
to investigate ; and many turn asidb 
to the error that is next at hand, 
rather than take the pains to find 
out the truth. 

Seize upon truth, where'er 'tis found, 
Amongst your friends, amongst your 

foes. 
On Christian or on Heathen ground ; 
The flower's divine, where'er it grows. 

A man may preserve his probity, 
but it is not in the power o£ the 
best to keep his reputation, as hu- 
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man nature is so depraved, and 
there is so much envy and policy 
in the world; he is therefore in a 
wretched case who depends upon 
the judgment of other persons in 
his happiness ; if any speak evil of 
us, we should make use of it as a 
caution, and reason thus, '' If I am 
innocent, the Lord will protect me, 
if not, I will endeavour to alter my 
conduct." 



R. Hill, when once scurrilously at- 
tacked in one of the public journals, 
was urged by a zealous friend to 
bring a legal action in defence ; to 
this he replied with calm unruffled 
dignity — "I shall neither answer 
the libel, nor prosecute the writer, 
and that for two reasons : first, be- 
cause, in attempting the former, I 
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should probably be betrayed into 
unbecoming violence of temper and 
expression, to my own grief, and the 
wounding of my friends ; and in 
the next place, I have learned by 
experience, that no man's character 
can he eventtially injured hut hy 
his own acts,*' 

Envy is glad to injure a good 
man because grudging him the 
esteem in which he is held; she 
will take a jaundiced view of what 
he does and endeavour that others 
shall see through the same perverted 
medium. 

How sweet the words of Truth 
breathed from the lips of Love ! 
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Who loves his God aright, his 
Brother loves. 

If the Christian labourer meet 
with success he may expect clamiour 
and threats from the world, and a 
little venom now and then from its 
children. These bitter herbs often 
prove correctives when the heart is 
too much lifted up. The greater 
the encouragement, the greater the 
opposition : but " the Lord sitteth 
upon the flood; yea, the Lord sit" 
teth king for ever^ — (Psalm xxix. 
10.) 

When adverse storms obscure my 
sky, 

Oh ! let me feel that thou art nigh ; 

Or if prosperity be mine, 

Th ' " ^ I possess is thine. 
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As rivers cannot rest till they 
come into the sea, so renewed souls 
cannot be fully satisfied till they 
come to Heaven. 

My soiil is pained, nor can it be 
At rest, till it find rest in Thee. 

The principal spiritual trade of a 
Christian is his home-trade^ such as 
meditation, self-examination, sup- 
plication, and praise ; this is more 
than enough to employ all his time 
without looking at others' faults. 

The growth of a Christian is not 
like a mushroom, but like an oak, 
which increases slowly but surely — 
many suns, showers, and frosts pass 
upon it before it comes to perfec- 
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tion, and in winter, when it seems 
dead, it is gathering strength at the 
root. 



" The kingdom of heaven is like 
to a grain of mustard seedj which 
a man took and sowed in his field; 
which indeed is the least of all 
seeds ; hut when it is groym it is 
the greatest among herhSy and he- 
cometh a tree^ so that the birds of 
the air corns and lodge in the 
branches thereof " — ( Matt. xiii. 
31. 32.) 

Holy society is a part of the felicity 
of Heaven. 

The communion of saints on earth, 
though pleasing, cooimonly is tran- 
sient. Different employments and 
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services call them to different places, 
but under the influence of the same 
spirit, they will all serve their ge- 
neration, and then they will meet 
before the throne, to part no more, 
but to join in unceasing praises to 
their Lord and Saviour. 



** / beheld, and lo, a great muU 
titude, which no man could number y 
of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands ; and cried with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto tlie Lamb,'' — (Bev. vii. 
9. 10.) 
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To be able to bear provocation is 
an argument of great wisdom, and 
to forgive injuries proves a great 
mind, for a more glorious victory 
cannot be obtained over another 
man than this, that when the injury 
began on his part, the kindness 
should be begun and continued on 
ours. 



Hall. — "There is not so much 
need of learning as of grace to ap- 
prehend those things which concern 
our everlasting peace, neither is it 
so much our brain that must be set 
to work, but our hearts. However 
excellent the use of scholarship in 
all the sacred employments of di- 
vinity may be, yet in the main act 
of salvation skill must give place to 
faith and love. The most learned 
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will find one touch of Christ more 
worth to their souls than all their 
deep and lahorious disquisitions : 
if you know all learning, and cannot 
by grace say, * I know in whom I 
have believed,' (and die in that 
state) you will be completely miser- 
able.". 



Thy triumphs, Faith, we need not 

take 
Alone from the blest martyr's stake ; 
In scenes obscure no less we see • 
That Faith is a reality ; 
An evidence of things not seen, 
A substance firm whereon to lean. 

Go, search the cottager's lone room. 
The day scarce piercing through 
the gloom ; 
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The Christian on his dying-bed, 
Unknown, unlettered, hardly fed ; 
No flattering witnesses attend, 
To tell how glorious was his end ; 
Save in the book of life, his name 
U nheard . He never dream t of fame ; 
No human consolation near. 
No voice to soothe, no friend to 

cheer ; 
Of every earthly stay bereft, 
And nothing — ^but his Saviour, left. 

Fast sinking to his kindred dust, 
The word of life is still his trust ; 
The joy God's promises impart 
Lies like a cordial at his heart ; 
Unshaken Faith its strength sup- 
plies. 
He loves, believes, adores, and dies ! 
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Sometimes one believer hearl(.^ai)- 
other pray with great freedom, an4 
sees others abounding with joy 
in the Lord, while he has no hberty^ 
and very little joy; perhaps it is 
necessary for such a saint at such fi 
time to be kept humble, but perhapfi 
shortly he may be lifted up also. , 



Shake from thy soul, o'erwhelm'ci, 
deprest, 

Th' incumbering load that galls its 
rest ; 

That wastes her strength with bond- 
age vain ; 

With courage break the enslaving 
chain ! 

Let faith exert its conquering power ; 

Say, in thy fearing, trembling hour — 

* * Father ! thy pitying aid impart ! ' ' 

*Tis done ; a sigh can reach his heart. 
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Yet if more earnest plaints to raise, 
Awhile his succours he delays ; 
Though his kind hand thou canst 

not feel, 
The smart let lenient patience heal ; 
Or if corruption's strength prevail, 
And oft thy pilgrim footsteps fail. 
Lift for his grace thy louder cries. 
So shalt thou cleansed and stronger 

rise. 



The following among other wise 
sentences are selected from the pa- 
pers of the Countess of Warwick, 
who was accounted an eminent pat- 
tern of zeal for the Glory of God, 
and who died in the exercise rf 
prayer, according to a petition she 
had often preferred, " if allowed to 
choose the manner and circum- 
■tance" of her departure.— 
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** He who takes up Christ's cross 
aright, shall find it such a burden 
as wings to a bird, or sails to a 
ship." 

"It is a great honour to be al- 
moner to the King of Heaven." 

" To be libelled for Christ is the 
best panegyric." 

" The best shield against slan- 
derers is to live so that none may 
believe them." 



Those who go on with vigour 
and zeal in the workr of the Lord, 
must expect to meet with hindrances, 
both from the groundless disaffec- 
tion of their enemies, and the mis- 
taken affections of their friends, and 
have need to stand upon their guard 
against both. 
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Alexander Cruden. — It ii stated 
respecting this esteemed Author of 
the Concordance that "he had no 
lingering illness. Having gone to 
his room as usual, the maid, ringing 
in the morning, found no answer. 
She went to his room ; he was not 
there — to his hed- chamber ; he was 
not there — ^into his closet, where he 
had an easy chair ; here she found 
him, kneeling in the chair, his hands 
lifted up to heaven — quite dead !'* 

No one can be qualified to feed 
the sheep and lambs of Christ, who 
does not love the good Shepherd 
more than any earthly advantage or 
object. 



Hall — Upon the sight of a tree 
full-blossomed. — "Here is a tree 
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overlaid with blossoms; it is not 
possible that all these should pros- 
per ; one of them must needs rob 
the other of moisture and growth. 
I do not love to see an infancy over- 
hopeful; in these pregnant begin- 
nings one faculty starves another, 
and at last leaves the mind sapless 
and barren. As, therefore, we are 
wont to pull off some of the too- 
frequent blossoms that the rest may 
thrive, so it is good wisdom to 
moderate the early excess of the 
parts or progress of over-forward 
childhood. Neither is it otherwise 
in our Christian profession ; a sud- 
den and lavish ostentation of grace 
may fill the eye with wonder, and 
the mouth willi talk, but will not, 
at the last fill the lap with fruit. 



92 



Leigh ton. — Some one naid to him, 
** You have been to hear a sermon : " 
** I met a sermon," was his answer, 
**a sermon de facto, for I met a 
corpse ; and rightly and profitably 
are the funeral rites observed when 
the living lay it to heart.' 
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** Let U8 fear^ lest a promise 
heing left ' us of entering into his 
resty any of you should seem to 
come short of it. — (Heb. iv. 1.) 



Self-love blinds the eyes of the 
mind, so that we cannot see our 
real state and condition. This was 
the case with the declining Church 
of Laodicea. She fancied herself 
''rich and increased wi fie goods, ^^ 
and as having need of nothing ; 
when in the eye of the all-searching 
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Jesus she was " wretched and miser- 
ahle^ and poor, and blind, and 
naked y Of Ephraim it was said : 
^'^ gray hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth it not" 
Of Ephesus: " thou hast left thy 
first love.'* Of Sardis : ** thou hast 
a name that thou livest, and art 
dead,*' So blind are we to our 
spiritual declensions! All are not 
believers who believe themselves to 
be such. The Divine touchstone is : 
" By their fruits ye shall knon 
them:' 



What begins in vanity, must end 
in vexation of spirit ; indeed, it 
does not wait for the end, but 
travels with it through its whole 
course, robbing its progress of en- 
joyment and its end of consolation. 

F % 



94 



'Tis the humble Grod protects, 
'Tis the meek his light directs, 
'Tis the mourner sings his song, 
'Tis the weak he renders strong, 
'Tis the simple who are taught 
Wisdom passing human thought :- 
Lowly, mourning, simple, weak— « 
These his glorious praises speak. 



Adam's Private Thoughts. — Fop 
a great part of my life I did not 
know that I was poor, and naked, 
and blind, and miserable. I have 
known it for some time without 
feeling it. Thank God, I now be- 
gin to be pinched with it. Stand 
aside Pride, for a moment, and let 
me see that ugly thing myself. 
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The Wild Palm Tree.— 

^Mid rocks and sands, and barren-^ 
nessy 

How beautiful to see 
The wild Palm in its desert dress— 

The solitary tree. 

Alone, amid the silent wild, 
It rears its spreading crest; 

The boundless desert's favoured 
child. 
In constant verdure drest. 

An emblem of that faith that cheers 

The pilgrim on his road, 
Through life's dark vale of care and 
tears. 

Beneath his earthly load. 

For, like that faith alone it stands, 
A bright Oasis in the sands, 
With hand-like leaves against the sky, 
Pointing to Immortality ! 
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All our removes from this world 
are but from one wilderness to an- 
other. Upon any change that is 
before us, we are apt to promise 
ourselves a Canaan^ but we shall 
be deceived, it will only be a nnV- 
derness. 



We are apt to indulge in too san- 
guine hopes of enjoyment from the 
blessings we expect, and permit too 
much indiflference for those we pos- 
sess. We scorn many sources of 
satisfaction, which we might have 
had in the interim, and permit 
our comfort to be disturbed, and 
our time to pass unenjoyed from 
impatience for some imagined plea- 
sure at a distance, which we may 
perhaps never obtain, or which. 
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when obtained, may change its na- 
ture, and be no longer pleasure. 
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" Doubtless thou art our Father 
though u^hraham he ignorant ofus^ 
and Israel acknowledge us not: 
thou^ O Lord art our Father, our 
Redeemer ; thy name is from ever- 
lasting.*' -—(iBSiiah Ixiii. 16.) 



A child is truly like his father, 
when not only his image resembles 
him, but still more so his mind and 
inward disposition ; thus are the 
true children of God like their 
heavenly Father. It is no matter 
though the profane world (which 
so hates God that it cannot endure 
his image) do mock and revile ; it 
is thy honour to be, as David said, 
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(2 S^on. Ti 22.) thus " wwre rile;' 
in growing stiU more like unto Him 
in holiness. What though the po- 
lite msn count th j £uhion a little 
odd and too precise, it is because he 
knows nothing above that model of 
goodness which he hath set himself, 
and therefore approves of nothing 
bejond it; he knows not God, and 
^btop^ore does not discern and es* 
teem what is most like him. When 
conrtiars come down into the coun* 
try, the homebred people possibly 
think their habit strange; but they 
care not for that, it is the fiishion 
at court. What need then, that 
Uie godly should be so tender- 
foi^ieaded, as to be put out of 
countenance because the world looks 
on holiness as a singularity ; it is 
the only fashion in the highest 
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Court, yea of the King of Kings 
himself. 

Leighton — It was observed of this 
pious man that he discovered a 
judgment equal to his modesty, and 
exemplified the saying of Solomon 
that ** with the lowly is wisdom/* 
Being once interrogated about the 
saints reigning with Christ, he tried 
to elude the question by merely 
replying, " If we suffer with him, 
we shall also reign with him,'* 



A proper consideration of the in- 
finite holiness of God will humble 
us to the dust. When Isaiah saw 
the glory of the Lord, and heard the 
Seraphim cry, Holy, holy, holy, he 
cried out of his own and the people's 
unholiness, ** Jf^oe is me, far I am 
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undone J for lam a man of unclean 
lipSf and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips ; for mine 
eyes have seen the Kin^y the Lord 
ofHosts.^^ — (Isaiah vi. 5.) 



Holy patience is not the natural 
growth of the human heart, yet in 
that frame of mind we can alone 
find our resting place in a trymg 
hour. We must be stilly that we 
may know the Lord our God. 



*^ Be silent y O all fleshy before 
the Lord i for he is raised up o?(t 
of his holy habitation.**'^ {Zech^ 
ii. 13.) 

Cecil. — ^**My own mind is fre- 
quently toaaed about in the view of 
present aflairs ; (I mean of a religious 



101 

kind, for I pay but little regard to 
politics) sometimes I despond, at 
other times I am for pursuing, then 
again I sink, till I take up the 
Bible, or go into the sanctuary and 
see the end of these men, and the 
stability of divine truth. I feel 
also that a Christian must be a man 
of faith every step of the way, and 
one whom the world knows not, 
though he so well knows the world." 



They who dare to confess the 
Lord, and to appear openly on his 
side, in the midst of this sinful and 
perverse generation, shall find to 
their comfort, that he will confess 
them, and appear on their behalf, be- 
fcxc the holy angels. It will be seen 
there f who acted the wisest part here. 



" The Lord preserveth all them 
that lote him, but all the Tricked 
will kedettroy." — (Psalm cxlv, 20.) 

It happened at Port Boyal, in 
Jamaica, that two young men were 
at dinner with Jonathan Dickinson 
and divers other people of account 
in the world, and they were speali- 
ingabout earthquakes, there having 
been one in that place formerly, 
which was very dreadful, having 
destroyed manyhonses and families. 
These two young men argued that 
earthquakes, and all other things 
came hy nature, and denied a super- 
natural power, or Deity ; insomuch 
that many surpriaed at such wicked 
discourse, and being ashamed of 
, their company, left it; and at the 
lime the earth shook, and 
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trembled exceedingly, as though 
astonished at such treason against 
its Sovereign and Creator, whose 
footstool it is ; and when the earth 
thus moved, the company which 
remained were so astonished, that 
some ran one way and some another, 
but these two atheistical young men 
staid in the room, and Jonathan 
Dickinson with them, he believing 
that the providence of Almighty 
God could preserve him there if he 
pleased, and if not, that it was in 
vain to fly; but the hand of God 
smote these two young men, so that 
they fell down ; and as Jonathan 
said, he laid one on a bed, and the 
other on a couch, and they never 
spoke more, but died soon after, 
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Sr Christopher Hatton — a little 
before his death. — " It is deservedly 
accounted a piece of excellent know- 
ledge to understand the law of the 
land, and the custom of a man's 
country; how much more to know 
the statutes of heaven, and the laws 
of eternity; those immutable and 
eternal laws of justice and righteous- 
ness ! To know the will and plea- 
sure of the great Monarch, and 
universal King of the world ! '' J 
hate seen an end of all perfection ; 
hut thy commandment is exceeding 
broadr 



In the experience of good men, 
there is an universal oneness^ and 
yet a beautiful variety. 



Those who represent religion as 
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gloomjy are like the spies who 
brought a false report of Canaan 
which discouraged the people ; hut 
those who shew us the joy and 
cheerfulness that attend real good- 
ness, are like the spies bringing a 
good report, and also the cluster of 
grapes, by which they invite others 
into the pleasant, and fruitful 
country. 



It seems the part of wisdom, and 
no sin 

Against the law of love, to measure 
lots 

With less distinguished than our- 
selves ; that thus 

We may with patience bear our 
moderate ills, 

And sympathize with othera suffer- 
ing more. 
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'* Godlineaa with contentment is 
great gain, ^* — (1 Tim. vi. 6.) 



As it frequently happens that 
many persons in easy circumstances 
(or who have many comfortable 
things) are notwithstanding very 
discontented y it would be well for 
some friend thus to reason with 
them. ** Have you ever compared 
your situation with those who la- 
bour in the golden mines of Peru, 
or with those in your own country 
who have hardly ever seen the sun, 
but live confined in tin mines, stone 
quarries, and coal-pits ? before you 
think yourself miserable, take a 
survey of the gaols in which 
debtors are confined, and some even 
for life ; walk through the wards of 
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an hospital ; think of the hardships 
of a common soldier or sailor ; think 
of the galley slave, and the day 
labourer ; reflect upon the condition 
of many large poor families who 
have continual distress or sickness. 
Many are often witnesses to scenes 
even more wretched than these, 
where to poverty, cold, and naked- 
ness, are added the languors of 
lingering and loathsome diseases, 
and the torments of excruciating 
pain. " Now let those who are 
miserable amongst many mercies, 
return as it were from these sad 
scenes to their closets, and gratefully 
acknowledge the goodness of God 
in exempting them from so many 
real ills, which so many labour 
under, and instead of spending their 
hours in brooding over their own 
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imaginary evils, let them be con- 
tioiiallj cheerful, happy, and thank- 
ful. 



H^py, oh happy he, who not af- 
fecting 
llieendless tdls attending worldly 



With mind reposed, all discontents 
rejecting. 
In silent peace his way to heaven 
prepares. 
Deeming his life a scene, the world 

a stage. 
Whereon man acts his weary pil^ 
giimage. 



The way to bliss lies not on beds 

of down : 
He that hath borne no cross, will 

n« er receive a crown. 



109 . 

** Wliat doth it profit y my breth^ 
reUy though a man say he hath/aithy 
and have not works f can faith 
save himf 

^*'Ifa brother or sister he naked ^ 
and destitute of daily food^ 

*'*'And one of you say unto them. 

Depart in peace y he ye warmed and 

filled; notwithstanding ye ffvve them 

not those things which are needful 

to the hody ; what doth it profit f 

^^Even so faithy if it hath not 
works is dead, heing alone, ^^ 

(James ii. 14, 15, 16,17.) 



John Thorp's Letters. — " One 
evening when I lived in London, 
as I passed by rather a retired corner 
of a street, a poor woman sat (I 
think with a child in her arms) and 
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very modestly asked charity. I felt 
pity strongly raised in my heart, 
and a language Uke this was feel- 
ingly suggested, the Lord help thee ; 
but I passed by, and it very livingly 
arose in my heart, by what means ? 
— by putting it into the hearts of 
such as can feel as thou now dost, 
to relieve her. I turned back and 
gave her something." 



That sort of self-denial, which is 
the least practised, is the denying 
ourselves lawful things for the good 
of others. 



What can more effectually frus- 
trate the grand object, which we all 
ought to have at heart, of assisting 
to reform the world, than that those 
whom their different stations ^Ao«/^ 
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be aiming at this only, should ever 
be found suspecting and traducing 
each other ? What should we think 
of soldiers who, when one corps 
was stationed for the defence of a 
particular town, and another sent 
out to attack a post, or to scour 
the country, if instead of attending 
to their distinct appointments they 
should be engaged in weakening 
and betraying each other, and there- 
by the cause itself, into the hand of 
the common enemy ? But it is the 
common enemy who has a chief 
hand in these divisions of heart ; 
and which those who are really 
intent on the success of the com- 
mon cause should reprobate and 
watch against, as one of his deepest 
devices. Oh ! may that Charity 
which suffereth long and is kind, 

c 2 
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•nd which is opposed to evil sur- 
misiiigs and perverse disputingSy be 
more completdy in exercise, then 
would discord cease to mar the 
services of those who but for this 
alloy would be distinguished and 
eflfectual labourers in the vineyard 
of our Lord ! 



Green as the leaf, and ever fair 
Shall his profession shine ; 

While fruits of holiness appear 
Like clusters on the vine. 



The more diligent we are in pri- 
vate communion with God, the 
more conspicuously shall we bear 
the mark of his spirit upon us 
in our whole demeanour and con- 
versation among men. 
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Gumall. — ** Gracje is of a stirriDg 
nature, it will shew itself in holi^ 
ness and good works ; it will walk 
with jou and talk with you in all 
places and companies ; it will huy 
with you, and sell with you, and 
have a hand in all your actions. 
It is a sad thing when believers are 
off their guard, when they profess 
to have been on the mount as 
Moses really was, and yet like him 
they no sooner come down than 
they turn and break the command- 
ments. A Christian should let us 
see his graces walking abroad in 
his daily conversation, and if such 
guests are in the house, they will 
often look out at the windows, and 
be publicly seen abroad in all duties 
and holy actions/' 
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Sir Matthew Hale.—" They that 
truly fear God, have a secret guid- 
ance from a higher wisdom than 
what is barely human, namely, the 
spirit of truth and goodness ; which 
does really, though secretly, pre- 
vent and direct them. Any man 
that sincerely and truly fears Al- 
mighty God, and calls and relies 
upon him for his direction, has it 
as really as a son has the counsel 
and direction of his father; and 
though the voice be not audible, 
nor discernible by sense, yet it is 
equally as real as if a man heard a 
voice, saying, " This is the way, walk 
in it. ' * Though this secret direction 
of Almighty God is principally seen 
in matters relating to the good of 
the soul;— yet it may also be found 
in the concerns of this life ; — which 
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a good man, that fears God and 
begs his direction, shall very often, 
if not at all times, find. / can call 
my own experience to testify that 
even in the external actions of my 
whole life, I was never disappointed 
of the best guidance and direction, 
when I have, in humility and sin- 
cerity, implored the secret direction 
and guidance of the divine wisdom." 



True religion is not a matter of 
mere feeling and strong emotion, 
but a matter of judgment, and 
conscience, and practical principle. 
You must recollect that the minds 
of men are variously constituted as 
regards susceptibility of emotion. 
Some persons are possessed of far 
livelier feelings than others, and 
are far more easily moved ; we see 

G 4 
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this in the common subjects of life 
as well as in religion. One man 
feels as truly the affection of love 
for his wife and children as another 
whose love is more vehement, though 
he may not fondle, caress, and talk 
of them so much ; he may not even 
suffer those paroxysms of alarm 
when any thing ails them, nor of 
frantic grief when they are taken 
from him; but he loves them so as 
to prefer them to all others, to la- 
bour for them, to make sacrifices 
for their comfort, and really to 
grieve when they are removed. 
His love and grief are as sincere 
and practical, though they are not 
boisterous, passionate, and noisy; 
his principle of attachment is as 
strong, if his passion be not so 
ardent. Passion depends on con- 
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stitutional temperament, but prin- 
ciple does not. Mere emotion, 
therefore, whether in religious or 
other matters, is no test of the 
genuineness of affection. 



To weep with those that weep, is 
as much a duty as to rejoice with 
those that rejoice, while there is a 
secret consolation that it flows from 
the mind of Christ within us ; for 
when the family of his friend La- 
zarus partook of the cup of human 
human woe, ^^ Jesus wept" 
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If thins enemy he hungry^ 
give him bread to eat; and if he 
he thirsty ^give him vxUer to drink ; 
for thou shalt heap coals of fire 
upon his head^ and the Lord shall 
reward thee^—i^xoy, xxv. 21 22.) 
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It was the opinion of the well 
known Lavater, that " he who has 
not forgiven an enemy has never 
yet tasted one of the most suhlime 
enjoyments of life." 



Is there a man who, if he were ad- 
mitted to stand hy the death-hed of 
his bitterest enemy, would not be in- 
chned to stretch forth the hand of 
friendship, and to wish for a perfect 
reconciliation before he left the 
world? Who is there that, when 
he beholds the remains of his ad- 
versary deposited in the dust, feels 
not some relentings at the remem- 
brance of those past animosities 
which mutually embittered their 
life? Upon this occasion let us 
suppose him speaking thus to him- 
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self — "There lies the man with 
whom I contended ; he is gone and 
I must follow him, how poor is the 
advantage which I now enjoy ; 
where are the fruits of all our con- 
tests? how many mistakes may 
there have been betwixt us! had 
not he his virtues and good quali- 
ties as well as I ? When we shall 
both appear before the judgment 
seat of God shall I be found in- 
nocent and free of blame for all the 
enmity I have borne to him?" 
Should not the force of such senti- 
ments tend to correct the inveteracy 
of prejudice, the heat of anger, and 
the fierceness of resentment ? How 
unnatural is it for animosities so to 
possess our hearts, that nothing 
but the cold hand of death can ex- 
tinguish them. When a few suns 
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more have rolled over our heads, 
friends and foes shall have all re- 
treated together. Let us then not 
harass one another, and fill the 
valley of our pilgrimage with the 
haneful monuments of our conten- 
tions, but on the contrary endeavour 
to cheer the road by mutual kind- 
ness, forbearance, and forgiveness. 

Many of the persecutors of the 
Church of Christ have come to an 
untimely end. Thus Nero and 
Severus killed themselves ; Domi- 
tian, Trajan maximinius, Decius, 
G alius, Valerian, Dioclesian, and 
Julian the apostate, were killed by 
others. 6od*s church has always 
been very dear to him, and the 
judgments he has shewn those who 
persecute it, not only prove his just 
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indignation against those who at- 
tempt to destroy it, hut are so 
many testimonies of- special love 
to his people, and should encourage 
them. 



The Church hath sometimes heen 
brought to so low and obscure a 
point, that if you can follow her in 
history, it is by the track of her 
blood, and if you would see her, it 
is by the Hght of those fires in which 
her martyrs have been burnt ; yet 
hath she still come through, and 
survived all that wrath, and still 
shall, till she b« made perfectly 
triumphant. 
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What is a Church ? Let truth and 
reason speak— 

They would reply — "the faithful, 
pure, and meek 

From Christian folds, the one col- 
lected race 

Of all Professions, and in every 
place." 



The enemies of God, of morality, 
of human nature, occupy one's 
thoughts and one's conversation 
almost too much; and while we 
exhaust upon them the indignation 
which their crimes excite, we should 
never forget that we partake with 
them of the same corrupt nature ; 
and that only religion and the re- 
straining grace of God, preserve us 
from the same enormities. 
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In visiting condemned prisoners, 
Rowland Hill used to exhibit much 
feeling, and contrast his own situa- 
tion — ^** condemned to die !" he would 
ejaculate in a solemn whisper — ^" O 
my God, what a mercy to be kept 
from sin by the restraining grace of 
thy Holy Spirit!'' 



Sincerity is an essential attribute 
of personal religion ; it consists in 
acting from good motives and with 
uniform integrity in our commerce 
with the world ; it is produced by 
faith in Christ, supported by divine 
love and filial fear, and generally 
distinguished by an amiable self- 
diffidence and a firm reliance on 
the free grace of God ; all other 
virtues derive not only their lustre, 



124 

but their very existence, from this 
excellent principle ; the conscious- 
ness of godly sincerity is the grand 
support of true courage, and will 
bestow more substantial and du- 
rable happiness in trouble than any 
thing else within the whole world. 
All who profess the gospel, and 
have not sincerity, are as clouds 
without water, trees without fruit, 
or lamps without oil ; but those 
who love God with undivided hearts 
participate a constant succession of 
pleasures in his approbation and in 
their own minds. 



*' Our rejoicing is this, the testi- 
mony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, not 
with fleshly wisdom, hut hy the 
grace of God, we have had our 
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conversation in the world. '^ — (2 
Cor. i. 12.) 



Worldly joy generally ends in 
sorrow, but godly sorrow ends in 
joy, and as it sometimes rains when 
the sun shines, so there is frequently 
joy in the saints' heart when there 
are tears in his eyes. 



" For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee ; hut with great 
mercies will I gather thee^ — 
(Isaiah liv. 7.) 



He whose eye no sleep can seal, 
He whose arm can help reveal, 
He whose word is faithful yet. 
Neither can nor will forget. 
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The Lord' sometimes feeds his 
pe(^le with hunger, and makes 
them spiritually fat with want and 
distress. 



*' / know both how to he abased, 
and I know how to ahouiut; every 
where and in all things I am in^ 
stmeted both to he full and to he 
hungry, hoth to abound and to 
suffer need'' — (Phillipians iv. 12.) 



Who best 
Can suffer, best can do ; best reign, 

who first 
Well hath obeyed. 
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Dark even at noon- tide is our mor- 
tal sphere, 

But let us hope, — to doubt is to 
rebel, 

Let us exult in hope, — that all shall 
yet be well. 

Happy the man, who sees a God 

employed 
In all the good and ill that chequer 

life ! 
Resolving all events, with their 

effects 
And manifold results into the will 
And arbitration wise of the Supreme. 



" Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof,'* — (Matt. vi. 34.) 



We may not live to be troubled 
by the evil we fear. He who knows 

H 
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our state, our infirmities, and our 
troubles, may graciously take us to 
himself before the evil may reach us. 



God bids the sun ascend the skies, 
And heaven and earth rejoice ; . 
He speaks, the rushing whirlwind 

flies, 
Obedient to his voice. 
Through the dull eve, the blith- 

some morn , 
He leads the changing seasons on ; 
And still those smiling seasons tell, 
That He who rules them, rules them 

well. 

Thus over life's wide darkling plain. 

Unheeded as we roam. 
Through many a path of joy and 
pain 

He leads his children home. 
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And though sometimes in prospect 

viewed, ♦ 

The winding way seem dark and 

rude; 
Ah ! who the backward scene hath 

scanned, 
Nor blessed his Father's guiding 

hand! 

It is criminal to be kept by the 
fear of man from doing any thing 
which God commands, or that we 
see is our duty ; he that is re- 
strained in this manner, acts very 
inconsistently, he should do his 
duty, trust himself in God's hands, 
and fear not what man can do unto 
him. 

The more we fear God, the less 
shall we fear man. 

H 2 
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It i« the best and longest lesson 
to learn how to die, and of surest 
use, which if we do not avail our- 
selves of, it were better not to have 
lived. Oh vain studies of men-i- 
how to walk through Rome streets 
all day in the shade ; how to square 
circles ; how to correct mis- written 
copies, to fetch up old words from 
forgetfulness, and a thousand other 
like points of idle skill ; whilst the 
main care of life and death is neg- 
lected ! 

While endeavouring to follow the 
good example of Christians, be very 
careful to avoid their falls and in- 
firmities. 
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Let the afflicted remember that 
the darkest moment in the whole 
J^vitCihemeron^ is just before the 
break of day. 



There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 

Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain. 

There everlasting spring abides, 
And never- withering flowers; 

Death, like a narrow sea, divides 
This heavenly land from our's. 

Sweet fields beyond the swelling 
flood 

Stand drest in living green ; 
So to the Jews old Canaan stood, 

While Jordan roU'd between. 

HS 
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O ! could we make our doubts re- 
moTe, 

Those gloom J doubts that rise ; 
And see the Canaan that we love, 

With unbeclouded eyes ! 

Could we but climb where Moses 
stood. 
And Tiew the landscape o'er ; 
Not Jordan's streams, nor death's 
cold flood. 
Should fright us from the shore. 



JLeighton. — Travelling with a 

friend in the vicinitj of Dumblane, 

he was suddenlj^ arrested by a cry 

of distiess. On looking towards 

the quarter from which it came, he 

«ir, at some UtU^ distance, a man 
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who implored his assistance, and 
pointed to another man who was 
stretched on the ground, apparently 
in the last agonies. Leighton in- 
stantly quitted his carriage and 
advanced to the spot, when the 
wretch who seemed at the point of 
death, but was only feigning, started 
up from the ground, and joined in 
robbing the compassionate bishop. 
Having accomplished their nefarious 
project, they allowed him to return 
to his carriage. But hardly had he 
set off again, when the man he had 
first encountered came running after 
him, and conjured him, with the 
air and voice of distraction, to re- 
turn to his assistance, as his com- 
rade was indeed expiring. The. tra- 
vellers were naturally suspicious of 
some new villainy; ^tfcut observing 

H4 
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the genuine terror imprinted on the 
features of the suppliant, they com- 
plied with his request, and on 
reaching the spot, found the other 
footpad actually dead, — a monu- 
ment of the righteous judgment of 
Heaven. 



The Christian parent ought to he a 
living exemplification of Chris tianity. 
His house, his hahits, his family, 
his associates, his pursuits, his re- 
creations, ought all to he so regu- 
lated, as to evince that religion is, 
indeed, the parent of order, the in- 
spirer of good sense, the well-spring 
of good humour^ the teacher of good 
manners, and the perennial source 
of happiness and peace. 



'}-■■'■ 
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Hannah More. — ^During a time of 
public distress, a friend of mine 
called on one poor woman, who was 
nearly famished, and asked her how 
she bore up. " Madam," said she, 
" when I feel very faint I go up 
and pray two or three times a-day, 
and I come down so refreshed ^ 
How many fare sumptuously every 
day, and never pray at all ! 



In one of the Newcastle collieries^ 
r j^ ! thirty-five men and forty-one boys 
died by suffocation, or were starved 
to death. One of the boys was 
found dead with a bible by his side, 
and a tin box such as colliers use ; 
within the lid he had contrived to 
engrave with the point of a nail this 
last message to his parent, and 
brother: "Fretnotmy dear mother, 
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for we are singing the praises of God 
while we have time. Mother, follow 
God more than I did. Joseph, 
think of God, and be kind to poor 
mother." 



*^I am persuaded that neither 
deaths nor lifey nor angels^ nor 
jfrineipalitieSy nor powers^ nor 
things present^ nor things to come^ 
nor height^ nor depths nor any 
other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God^ 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.*' 
—(Rom. viii. 38 39.) 

Ever J day is a little life, and our 
whole life is but a daj repeated; 
whence it is that old Jacob num- 
bered his life hy days;, and Moses 
desires to he taught this holy arith- 
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metic, to number not his years but 
his days. Those, therefore, that 
dare lose a day, are dangerously 
prodigal; those that dare mispend 
it, desperate. 



" My chief conception of Heaven,' 
said Robert Hall to Wilberforce, 
**i8 rest:'' "mine," replied Wil- 
berforce, " is love — love to God, 
and love to every bright and happy 
inhabitant of that glorious place." 
Hall was an almost constant suf- 
ferer from acute bodily pain ; Wil- 
berforce enjoyed life, and was all 
amiability and sunshine ; so that it 
it is easy (says I. I. Gurney in his 
essay on Love to God) to account 
for their respective conceptions on 
this subject. What a mercy that 
both these conceptions are true ! 



I3S 



Love is an ever-deep'ning tide, 

0*er all the plains above. 
Spreads like a sea, immensely wide, 

For God himself is LOVE. 



Do good with what thou hast, or 
it will do thee no good. 



Those who defer their gifts till 
their death-bed, do as good as say, 
"Lord, I will give thee something 
when I can keep it no longer." 



Be not proud of thy riches, but 
afraid of them, lest they be as silver 
bars to cross thy way to heaven. 
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Give freely what thou giv'st; harsh 
chidings spare, 

Nor hlemish thy good deeds with 
words severe; 

Thy love's defective, if to deeds 
confined ; 

A word — & look — ^may, with the in- 
genuous mind, 

Outweigh the gift ; prevent the 
heartfelt dread 

Of modest want, when forced to ask 
for hread. 



It seems to he a prevalent error 
to reduce all religion into benevo- 
lence, and all benevolence into alms- 
giving. The wide and comprehen- 
sive idea of Christian charity is 
compressed into the slender compass 
of a little pecuniary relief. An aged 
woman of the world, once lamenting 
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over the depression of her husband's 
spirits as he sat weeping near her ; 
comforted herself " that he would 
be better next week, because he had 
ordered a stated sum for the benefit 
of the poor of the parish ! ! " 

^*' Though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor ^ and though I gwe 
my body to be burned^ and have not 
charity^ it profiteth me nothing^ 
—(1 Cor. xiii. 3.) 



If we look around and remark 
the excesses of luxury, the costly 
diversions, and the intemperate dis- 
sipation in which numbers of pro- 
fessing Christians indulge them- 
selves, can any stretch of candour 
can even that tender sentiment by 
which we are enjoined " to hope'* 
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and to '^ believe all things /' enable 
us to hope and believe that such are 
actuated by a spirit of christian 
benevolence, merely because we see 
them perform some casual acts of 
charity, which the spirit of the 
world can contrive to make ex- 
tremely compatible with a voluptu- 
ous life; and the cost of which, 
after all, bears but little proportion 
to that of any one vice, or even 
vanity ! 

O Luxury ! thou curst by heaven's 

decree, 
How ill exchanged are Charities for 

thee! 
How do thy potions, with insidious 

Diffuse their pleasures only to de- 
stroy ! 
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There is great danger lest a 
constant attention to so right a 
practice as an invariable economy 
should incline the heart to a love of 
money. One great mean of coun- 
teracting this natural propensity 
would be to adopt the christian 
habit of devoting those retrenched 
expences to some good purpose; 
and then economy instead of nar- 
rowing the heart, would enlarge it 
by inducing a constant association 
of bene volence with frugality. 



There is a small chance of truth 
at the goal, where there is not a 
childlike humility at the starting- 
post. 
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Hall. — It is no small commenda- 
tion to manage a little well. He is 
a good waggoner that can turn in a 
little room. To live well in abund- 
ance, is the praise of the estate, not 
of the person. I will study moie 
how to give a good account of my 
little, than how to make it more. 



Those fruits that run up very 
much into leaves and stalks, some- 
times die at the root ; so some men's 
religion runs up all into talk and 
profession. 



Let us be very cautious with 
respect to those who are ver^ eager 
to contract a friendship, and very 
warm at a short acquaintance ; for 
we should always remember that 
the most firm and' durable friend- 



ship 19 thftt which grows up hut 
■lowlv, 38 the moat long-lived plant* 
are lhos« which grow the alowest. 

One of the poor Hottentots who 
came over with Kitchener, said " me 
tink all English real ChriatianH be- 
fore me ctMne; me 'fraid now" — a 
se\ ere rehnke from such a quarter, 
that shouli teach us the great im- 
portance of exhibiting in our ex- 
ample the force of the precepts we 
inculcate upon others. 

Pleasure which cannot be obtained 
but by unreasonable or unsuitable 
expense, must always end in pain; 
and pleasure which must be enjoyed 
at the expense of another's pain, 
can never be such as a worthy mind 
can delist In. 
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Th* exploit of strength, dexterity, 

or speed, 
To him nor vanity nor joy could 

bring, 
His heart from cruel sport estranged, 

would bleed 
To work the woe of any living thing. 



In weighing any commodity, its 
weight is determined by some ge- 
nerally allowed standard ; and if 
the commodity be heavier or lighter 
than the standard weight, we add 
to J or take from it; but v/e never 
break or clip or reduce the weight 
to suit the thing we are weighing; 
because the common consent of 
mankind has agreed that the one 
shall be considered as the standard 
to ascertain the value of the othe*- 
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But in weighing our principles by 
the standard of the gospel we do 
just the reverse. Instead of our 
bringing our opinions and actions 
to the balance of the sanctuary, to 
determine and rectify their com- 
parative deficiencies, we lower and 
reduce their standard till we have 
accommodated them to our own 
purposes ; so that instead of trying 
others and ourselves by God's un- 
erring rule, we try the truth of 
God's rule by its conformity or 
nonconformity to our depraved no- 
tions and corrupt practices. 



Leigh ton. — Food and Raiment. — 

Our perverse crooked hearts turn 

all we use into disorder. Those 

two necessities of our life, food 

and raiment, how few know the 
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right measure and bounds of them ! 
Unless poverty be our carver, and 
cut us short, who, almost, is there 
that is not bent to something ex- 
cessive ! Far more are indebted to 
the lowliness of their estate, than to 
the lowliness of their mind, for so- 
briety in these things ; and yet, 
some will not be so bounded neither, 
but will profusely lavish out upon 
trifles, to the sensible prejudice of 
their estate. To a sincere and hum- 
ble Christian, very little needs be 
said. A tender conscience and a 
heart purified from vanity and 
weaned from the world will be sure 
to regulate these and other things, 
and will be wary, first, of lightness 
and fantastic garb in apparel, which 
is the very bush or sign hanging 
out, that tells a vain mind lodges 

I 2 
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within ; and second of excessive 
costliness, which hoth argues and 
feeds the pride of the heart, and 
defrauds, if not others of their dues, 
yet the poor of thy charity, which, 
in God's sight, is a due debt too. 
Far more comfort shalt thou have 
on thy death -bed, to remember 
that such a time, instead of putting 
lace on my own clothes, I helped a 
naked back to clothing, I abated 
somewhat of my former superfluities, 
to supply the poor's necessities — 
far sweeter will this be, than to re- 
member, that I could needlessly cast 
away many pounds to serve my 
pride, rather than give a penny to 
relieve the poor. 



The trimming of the vain world 
would clothe the naked. 
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" One night more," said a pious, 
and very poor man,* when suffering 
grievously from a mortification of 
the leg, " One night more, and I 
shall be beyond the clouds." '* I 
am afraid you are very ill," said 
Lis kind friend at another time, 
" but I trust you have no fears 
respecting your future happiness 
should it please God to summon 
you to appear before him?" he 
opened his eyes and distinctly said, 

*' Fed by his hand, supported by 

his care, 
I scarce can doubt: why then 

should I despair?" 

It was remarked to be an inconceiv- 
able blessing to have the Son of 

♦ See Memoir of Thomas Hogg. 
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God for our friend ! ** It is, it is," 
said he, in a tone and manner that 
indicated that he was accustomed 
to look to God through that Divine 
Mediator, and that he was practi- 
cally acquainted with the truth of 
that scriptural declaration, " To 
them that believe^ Christ is pre- 
cious,'' 



And along that vale of tears 
Which his humhle footsteps trod. 
Still a shining path appears. 
Where the mourner walk'd with 
God. 

Till his Master from above. 
When the promised hour was come, 
Sent the chariot of his lo\e 
To convey the wanderer home. 
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*' Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father r—[^2itt. xiii. 43.) 



It is a delightful and animating 
reflection to the sincere Christian, 
that every occurrence of his life is 
under the immediate notice and 
subject to the control of his hea- 
venly Father. He contemplates 
him as an ever-present and almighty 
friend, whom no difficulties can 
baffle, nor unforeseen accidents sur- 
prise, whose counsel is proffered to 
guide him safely through all the 
intricate and perplexing mazes of 
life, to sanctify his afflictions, to 



M 
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moderate his joy in prosperity, and 
so lo control the course of his 
personal concerns, as that '^ all 
things shall work together for his 
good." 

Hall. — I have learnt more of God 
and myself in one week's affliction 
than all my whole life's prosperity 
had taught me hefore. 



** Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary heady and honour the face 
of the old man ^and fear thy God.'* 
— (Levit xix. 32.) 

The expenence and gravity, the 
judgment and wisdom, frequently 
found in old age, demand venera- 
^n ; and even when these are in 
some measure wanting, the in- 
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firmities and inquietudes of that 
state, call upon people of younger 
years to abound in compassion to- 
wards them. 



Serle. — ''To this day, I cannot 
meet an aged person, especially if 
he be infirm, without feeling some 
kind emotions of heart towards 
him ; and these are always heigh t* 
ened by an anxious pity, if it appear 
that he hath not yet felt any true 
concern for himself. All this may 
be mere nature; but however, I do 
not wish to suppress it." 



An aged Christian, in giving 
general counsel to her descendents, 
warned them of the sorrow she had 
-experienced from the reading of 
•unprofitable books in her early life, 
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saying that although she had for 
many years relinquished the vain 
amusement, she still continued to 
witness the evil consequences of it, 
her mind heing often filled with 
ideas and images of things she 
wished she had never entertained. 



Oxens tiern , Chancellor of S weden , 
was a person of the first quality 
and ahility in his country; being 
visited in his retreat from business, 
by the English Ambassador (Whit- 
locke) in the conclusion of their 
discourse he said to the Ambassador, 
" I have seen much of this worlJ, 
but I never knew how to live till 
now; all the comfort I have, and 
what is more than the whole world 
can give, is feeling the good spirit 
in my heart, and reading in this 



good boot, the Bible. You are 
now in the prime of your age and 
vigour, and in great favour and 
business; but all this may leave 
you, and you may one day better 
unde;rstand and relish what I say 
to you, and then you will find that 
there is more wisdom, truth, com- 
fort, and pleasure in retiring and 
turning your heart from the world 
to the good spirit of God and in 
reading the Bible, than in all the 
courts and the favours of princes." 



" Abstain from all appearance 
of evil"— [\ Thess. V. 22.) 

O what a mercy is it when the 
creature is helped rightlyand timely 
to consider the great advantage it 
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will be to bim when the case seems 
doubtful, to mcline to the safest 
side of absUdning, and not only 
then, but to abridge himself in the 
extent of his liberty, not coming 
near to the utmost bounds of what 
is lawful ! 

" Take we the foxes, the little 
foxes, that spoil the vines : for our 
vines have tender grapes."— [Cant. 



If Jesus is to be adored and fol- 
lowed, self must be dethroned and 
trampled under foot. The terms of 
J^ ilia diacipleship are, " If any «w» 
^^k^ wili come after me, let him deny 
^B *i>»eelr." — (Matt. xvi. 24.) 
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The greatest evil we can fear, 
Is to possess our portion here. 



If our affections and feelings are 
moved in social exercises, and are 
cold and insensible when we are 
alone with God, we have great 
reason to suspect our state. 

A natural will ploughed up is 
the best soil for producing luxuriant 
crops. 



" Sow to yourselves in righteous- 
ness, reap in mercy ; break up 
your fallow ground ; for it is time 
to seek the Lord, till he come and 
rain righteousness upon you,^^ — 
(Hosea x. 12.) 
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Not more necessary are constant 
supplies of water to the growth of 
vegetation in the sultry regions of 
the East, than the influences of Di- 
vine truth to the existence of hu- 
man happiness. If a tree planted 
hy the margin of a refreshing river 
is proof against the heat of the sun, 
or the unfavourahleness of the sea- 
sons, he, also, who, into a well 
prepared heart, receives continual 
infusions of religious wisdom, is 
flourishing and happy amidst all the 
inconveniences of life. 



*•'' And he shall he like a tree 
planted hy the rivers of water, that 
bring eth forth his fruit in his 
season ; his leaf also shall not 
wither ; and whatsoever he doeth 
shall prosper y— (Psalm i. 3.) 



However frequently thou art in- 
jured, if real penitence and con- 
trition follow the offence, thou art 
always bound to forgive. 

Rowland Hill. — In once address- 
ing the people at Wotlon, he raised 
himself to his full stature and ex- 
claimed — " because I am in earnest 
men call me an enthusiast; but I 
am not. When I first came into 
this part of the country, I was 
walking on yonder hill; I saw a 
gravel pit fall in and bury three hu- 
man beings alive. 1 lifted up my 
voice for help, so loud, that I was 
heard in the town below, at a dis- 

rce of a mile; I:e]p came, and 
-..eil two of the sufTeievs. No 
^'ed me an cnthimml. tlien; 
1 
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and when I see eternal destruction 
ready to fall upon poor sinners, 
and about to entomb them irre- 
coverably in an eternal mass of 
woe, and call aloud on them to 
escape, shall I be called an enthu- 
siast now ? No, sinner, 1 am not 
an enthusiast in so doing ; I call on 
thee aloud to fly for refuge, to the 
hope set before thee in the gospel 
of Christ Jesus. 



We read in our books of a deli- 
cate Athenian being entertained by 
one much given to hospitality. 
Finding anon that another was re- 
ceived with like courtesy, and then 
a third, he grew very angry. ** I 
thought,'* said he, " I had found a 
fri^iKTa house, but I am fallen into 
an inn, to entertain all comers, rather 



161 

than a lodging for some private and 
especial friends." On this story, 
the admirable Hales thua expresses 
himself: "Let it not offend any 
that 1 have made Christianity ra- 
ther an inn, to receive all, than a 
private honae to receive some few; 
for so both precept and example 
teach us to extend our good offices, 
not to this man or that man, but 
to mankind ; like the sun which 
ariseth not on this or that nation, 
but on all the world. Julian ob- 
serves of the fig-tree that above 
all trees it is most capable of 
grafts and scions of other kinds, 
so far as that all variety will 
be brought to take nourishment 
from one stock. Beloved, a Christian 

r list be like unto Julian's fig-tree, 
k uiiiFersally compassionate, that 
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so all sorts of grafts, by a kind 
of Christian inoculation, may be 
brought to draw life and nourish- 
ment from his root. 



Two religious parties unacquainted 
with each other's language, hap- 
pening to meet on the Continent of 
Europe without an interpreter, and 
inclining to converse, hit upon this 
expedient. One of the company 
opened a bible in his own language, 
and pointing to a text, was answer- 
ed by reference to anather, and re- 
plies being made in like manner, a 
conference of considerable length 
was carried on with lively sensation, 
and much to the satisfaction of the 
company. The remembrance of 
this singular occurrence has sug- 
gested the idea that this would be 
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a better way of enquiring into and 
investigating each other's religious 
opinions than any other. For as 
the professors of Christianity all 
lay claim to scripture authority for 
their respective tenets, a simple re- 
ference to the texts on which they 
depend, would leave the combatants 
to judge of their suitableness, un- 
obscured by contradictory com- 
ments, or the irritations of contro- 
versy. 



Home. — The note of the cuckoo, 
though uniform, always gives plea- 
sure, because we feel that summer 
is coming; but this pleasure is 
mixed with melancholy, because we 
reflect that it will so soon be going 
again. This is the consideration 
which embitters all sublunary en- 
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jovments. Let the delight of my 
heart, then, be in thee, O Lord and 
Creator of all things, ftiih whom 
is MO wariabienesSj neither shadow 
qftMmin^, 



Be jniifuly he ecurteous. — ^The 
roots of plants are hidden under 
ground, so that themselves are not 
seen, but thej appear in their 
branches, and fiuwers, and fruits, 
which aigue there is a root and life 
in than; thus the graces of the 
•^irit planted in the soul, though 
themselves invisible, yet discover 
their being and life in the tract of a 
Christian's life, his words, and ac- 
tions, emd the frame of his carriage. 

-The true beh'ever is a new crea- 
ture. He is surrounded by a holy 



165 

atmosphere, in which the trifler 
cannot live. As his motives are 
elevated, so his conversation is pure. 
The giddy and the vain avoid his 
society, not hecause he is repulsive 
in manner, hut hecause his views 
and feelings are so spiritual and 
heavenly. He is ridiculed as " the 
^. saint ^^ and taxed with pride and 
self-conceit. . But his heart is known 
unto God, with whom he holds 
sweet converse in the midst of a 
naughty world. Such is the Chris- 
tian. His character is little under- 
stood hy the thoughtless multitude, 
whose time is occupied and whose 
auctions are ahsorhed in the trifles 
of a day; hut ere long he shall 
shine as the sun, in the kingdom of 
his Father. 



K 2 
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On hearing the word " Saint ** 
scornfully applied — 

A Saint! Ohwoiild that I could 

claim 
The privileged, the honoured name, 
And confidently take my stand. 
Though lowest in the saintly hand ! 

Would, though it were in scorn ap- 
plied; 

That term the test of truth could 
hide! 

Like kingly salutations given 

In mockery to the KiKa of Hbavsn. 

A Saint ! And what imports the name 
Thus handied in derision's game? 
'* Holy, and separate from sin; 
To good, nay e'en to God akin." 
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Is such the meaning of a name, 
From which a Christian shrinks 

with shame? 
Yes, dazzled with the glorious sight, 
He owns his crown is all too hright. 

And ill might son of Adam dare 
Alone such honour's weight to hear; 
But fearlessly he takes the. load, 
United to the Son of God. 

A Saint ! Oh give me hut some 
sign, 

Some seal to prove the title mine, 

And warmer thanks thou shalt com- 
mand, 

Than hringing kingdoms in thine 
hand. 

Oh ! for an interest in that name, 
When hell shall ope its jaws of flame, 

K s 
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And Bcorners to their doom be 

hurled. 
While scorned Saints ^' shall judge 

the world ! " 

How shall the name of Saint be 

prized, 
Tho' now neglected and despised, 
When truth shall witness to the 

word, 
That none but ^^ Saints shall see the 

Lord ! '' 



The soul of the believer must be 
habituated to action ; it must main- 
tain a steady energy towards the 
sovereign object of its desire; no 
false rest must be taken up— it 
must always be moving forwards in 
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that holy way which leads to God 
and happiness, and heaven. Then, 
indeed, the work of religion will 
prosper in onr experience. Al- 
though the first hlaze of fervour, 
which often distinguishes the new 
conrert, may suhside into a calm, 
the pure affection of love to God 
will he settled in our souls — ^it will 
imhue and characterize our new 
nature with a perpetual increase 
of true brightness, it will burn for 
ever! 

We read that in certain climates 
of the world, the gales that spring 
from the land, carry a refreshing 
smell out to sea; and assure the 
watchful pilot that he is approach- 
ing to a desirable and fruitful coast, 
when as yet he cannot discern it 

K4 



with hi« eyes. And, to t^e "P 
thB cmnimriMn of life to » voyage, in 
Uke manner it fare* with those, who 
have steadily and religiously pur- 
■ued the course which Providence 
has pointed out to them. We shall 
sometimes find by their conversa- 
tion towards the end of their days, 
that they are filled with peace, and 
hope, and joy; which like those 
refreshing gates and reviving odours 
to the seamen, are breathed forth 

from Paradise upon their souls; 

and give them to understand with 

certainty, that Gh>d is brinj^ng them 

unto their desired haven. 

The merchant, who towards spicy 
regions sails. 

Smells thirir perfume far off, in ad- 
verse gales ; 
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With, blasts which thus against the 

faithful blow, 
Presh odorous breathings of God's 

goodness flow. 



Thou, as a gallant bark from Al- 
bion's coast, 
(The storms all weathered and the 

ocean cross'd) 
Shoots into port at some well- 

havened isle, 
Where spices breathe, and brighter 

seasons smile, 
There sits quiescent on the floods, 

that show 
Her beauteous form reflected clear 

below, 
While airs impregnated with incense 

play 
Around her, fanning light her 

streamers gay; 

X.5 
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So thou, with sails how swift ! hast 

reached the shore, 
"Where tempests never heat nor 

hillows roar." 



The Christian owes and pays a 
general charity and good- will to all ; 
hut peculiar and intimate friend- 
ships he cannot have, except with 
such as come within the compass of 
that fraternal love, which, after a 
special manner, flows from God, 
and returns to Him, and ahides in 
Him, and shall remain unto eternity. 



When the temple of Solomon was 
to he erected, all the materials were 
in the first instance hewn into shape 
and polished for their uses; and 
when afterwards they had heen put 
together, without a sound in the 
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house of any tool of iron, beautiful 
was the hannony which resulted 
from iheii^tness. So would it be 
with Christians, were they fully 
subject to that divine power which 
would level their pride, abate their 
prejudice, and polish down their 
roughness. Their junction with 
him, on whom depends the security 
of the whole building, and their 
union with each other, would be 
more complete than it is at present. 
The holy temple would arise and 
spread in its true beauty and har- 
mony; and the inextinguishable 
flame of lovey would diffuse a ge- 
nerous glow of warmth and bright- 
ness, through the whole sacred 
edifice. 
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"No hammer fell, no ponderous 

axes rung ; 
Like some tall palm the mystic 

fahric sprung. 
Majestic silence ! ** 



In a bed of tulips or a knot of 
pinks, we perceive there are no two 
turned or tinctured alike, so it is 
with respect to the differences among 
real Christians. There are modes 
in religion, which admit of variation 
without prejudice to sound faith, or 
real holiness; just as the drapery 
in these flowers may be found, after 
a great variety of patterns, without 
blemishing their beauty or altering 
their nature. Be it so then, that 
in some points of inconsiderable 
consequence, several of our brethren 
dissent, yet let us all live amicably 



and sociably together, for we har- 
monize in principles, though we 
differ in punctilios. If any strife 
subsists, let it be to follow our 
Divine Master more closely in hu- 
mility of heart and unblameableness 
, of life ; let it be to serve each other 
most readily insll the kind offices of 
cordial friendahip. Thus shall we he 
united,thoughdistinguiBhed; united 
in the same grand fundamentals, 
though distinguished hysome small 
circumstantials; united in one im- 
portant hand of brotherly love, by 
Christian candour, though distin- 
guished by some slighter peculiar! ties 
of sentiment, or different modes of 
worship. 




176 

wspmntmB xnanj Ikmilies, divides 
many societies, imdemiiiies real re- 
ligion, incapacitates for sweet com- 
munion with God, and encourages 
self-confidence, and other evil pas- 
sions. 



If thy servant be faulty, strive 
rather to convince him of his error 
than discover thy passion; and 
when he is sensible, forgive him. 

Hemember he is thy fellow- 
creature ; and that God's goodness, 
not thy merit, has made the dif- 
ference between thee and him. 



If thou wouldest be obeyed, being 
a father; being a son, be obedient. 



There is a troublesome humour 
some men have, that if they may 
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not lead, they vill not follow ; biit 
liad rather a thing were never done, 
tlian not done their own way, though 
otherwise very deairable. This 
comes of an over-fulness of our- 
selves, and shows we are more con- 
cerned for praise, than the success 
of what we think a good thing. 



O let us the secret joy partake. 
To follow virtue e'en foe virtue's 
sake. 

God promiaeth mercy unto peni- 
tent sinners; but he doth not 
promise them they shall have so 
much time as to-morrow for their 
repentance. 
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The day approacheth, O my souU 

The great decisive day, 
Which from the verge of mortal life 

Shall bear thee far away ! 



A man under some serious im- 
pression from the near prospect of 
death, being assured by his medical 
attendant that he would recover, 
relaxed into his usual evil course. 
And afterwards when spending an 
evening with an idle card party, 
fell down speechless; and before 
the night closed ceased to be num- 
bered with the living ! 

Green as the bay- tree, ever green, 

With its new foliage on. 
The gay, the thoughtless, have I 
seen; 

I passed and they were gone. 
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Read, ye that rxyd, the awful truth, 
_ With which I charge my page ; 
A worm is in the bud of youth. 
And at the root of age. 



" JTe know not mhat shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your 
life? It is even a vapour ^ that 
izppeareih for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away.*^ — (James iv. 
14.) 



In the midst of life we are in 
death. — Ha, is the interjection of 
laughter. .4h, is an interjection of 
sorrow ; the difference betwixt them 
is very small, consisting only in the 
transposition of what is no sub- 
stantial letter, but a bare aspiration. 
How quickly! in one minute, in 

=^ very turning of a breath is our 
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mirth changed into mourning.— 
Thus it was with upwards of se- 
venty (mostly females) who were 
burned to death in the sudden con- 
flagration of the Theatre at Rich- 
mond in Virginia. " Ah !" said the 
narrator of the dreadful catastrophe, 
'*how little thought the fair one 
whose curls were adjusted, whose 
garments costly and elegant were 
disposed so as to produce on the 
spectator, the most impressive ef- 
fect, that those curls were that same 
night to be crisped with the de- 
vouring flame, and those garments 
to be denied the service of a winding 
sheet!'' 

In the occurrences of time, the 
same event often happeneth unto 
the righteous and the wicked. The 



oof* xiMj fall in or the fiooT may 
;\-ve ^*&y> while men are engaged in 
,he Bolemn worship of their Maker ; 
o-ut -what has that man to fear in 
tbe prospect of eternity, who is 
Aenoting himself to the honour and 
service of God ? he is every where, 
and ever safe, safe in the niost ex- 
tensive sense of tbe term; ;ea, 
'■'' Though the heavens pats away 
rvith a great noise, and the elements 
melt ivith fervent heat, though the 
earth also and tfie works that are 
therein bebnrnediip,"he'\Bit\\\iia,k. 

It will be no easy task to per- 
suade the professors of re%ion who 
^ove the stage, that it has produced 
a haneful effect upon them ; for 
BposbMiy from the purity and sim- 
plicity of the Gospel is a disease. 



wbich, while it strikes every eye 
brides, is concealed from themiaer- 
abte patient himself. If a person 
professing to be t^ulated in his 
•pirit and conduct by the pure 
morality of the gospel, can be gn- 
rified with amusements which irr 
pursued with a viditj by the vicious, 
and the vain, in exact proportion 
u he derives pleasure from tbow 
amusements, he must be departing 
fVom the spirit of Christiantty ; 
"the salt has lost iiH savour," thf 
peculiar features of Christianity vill 
gradually soften till they disappear. 

Can laughter feed th' immortal 

irits of celestial kiiid 

' a jest — to sport and plav, 

nit time, and waste the dav? 
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Tf the stage gave lessons of virtue, 
i.cious men would abhor it. 



A modern writer observes — *' 1 
sLxn as sensible as any man of the 
vi^onderful talents of that poet, 
3faakspeare ! For force of language — 
for exhaustless invention — ^for an 
insight into human nature — for a 
power to touch and rend the heart, 
lie is unequalled, and stands amongst 
dramatists as a diamond among 
pearls ; but while I honour his in- 
tellectual capacities, I must deeply 
lament their miserable abuse. So 
far from having a moral end before 
him, he has frequently its opposite, 
and seems iodifferent to moral re- 
sults. His licentious witticisms, 
his corrupt allusions, many times 
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ref>e«ted, reader many part« of hU 
works, ID a moral light, the objects 
of indignatioD and disgust. 

Beligion has found some of her 
worst enemies in those who haxe 
bees the most distinguished and 
admired for their genius and talents. 

A frequent, and even respectful 
mention of religion may be made bv 
those who are not religious. 

Though the Christian, in one 
sense, must be in the world ; Apd 
put his best band to its busineii 

affiiirs, accorJing to his lot 
1 God's providence; yet in an- 
ise, he must come out from 
t "■^'■''^' °Qd be separate, lest his 
I be hindert-d and defiled. He 
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cannot enter into the spirit of the 
world without injury and loaa; ftud 
it is the spirit, not the lawful busi- 
ness of the world, which contains 
the evil. In his calling and con- 
cerns, a belieFcr is to glorify God; 
and he is eoabled to do this, first 
by the prayer of faith over them, 
and then by the life of faith in 

The only way to eternal life is 
through the all-sufficient atonement 
of a dying Saviour, and the only 
evidenceof our interest in his blood, 
a heart sanctified by his spirit, and 
a Ufe dedicated to his gloiy. 

"//"a man live many years, and 
rejoice in ikem all; yet let him 
remember the dayi of darkness ; 
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for they shall he many. All thai 
Cometh is vanity. Rejoice O young 
man in thy youth^ and walk in the 
ways of thine hearty and in the 
sight of thine eyes : hut know thou 
that for all these things God will 
hring thee into judgment, -^-(Eccles, 
xi. 8. 9.) 



When the Saviour was born into 
the world, there was no room for 
him in the inn. Just so it is with 
our depraved hearts. Yet wonder- 
ful condescension ! Jesus stands at 
the door and knocks, saying, *' if 
any man hear my voice^ and open 
the dooTf I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he 
with me,** 



i - 

'^H " The fear of the Lord m the be- 
^K' ginning of niadom- agoodunder- 
^V standing have all they that do his 
^V ' commandments. "—{P^va cxi. 10.) 

■ Mind not the difficulties of thy 

■ * march; great and good things were 
} never enterprized and accomplished 

' without difficulty ; which does but 
render their enjoyment more pleasant 
and glorious. For though there be 
■ ' no affliction that is not grievous for 
the present, yet what says the man 
of God? "it works a far more ex- 
ceeding weight of glory in the end." 
This has been both the faith and 
experience of those that in all ages 
have trusted in God, who have not 
fainted by the way ; but, enduring, 
have obtwned an eternal diadem. 
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My home, henceforth, is in the skies. 
Earth, seas, and sun adieu ! 

All heaven unfolded to my eyes, 
I have no sight for you. 

So speaks the Christian, firm pos^ 
sessed 

Of Faith's supporting rod, 
Then hreathes his soul into its rest. 

The bosom of his God. 



** Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain : for 
the Lord will not hold him guUt^ 
less that taketh his name in vain,*! 
— (Deut. V. 11.) 

Anecdote of Windham. — ** No- 
thing so highly offended him as any 
careless or irreverent use of the 
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name of the Creator. " I remem- 
ber,'* says his biographer, '* that on 
reading a letter addressed to him, 
in which the words * my God ! * had 
been made use of on a light occa-^ 
sion, he hastily snatched a pen, and 
before he could finish the letter blot- 
ted out the misplaced exclamation." 



It is said that Sir Isaac Newton, 
and Dr. Clarke, never mentioned 
the name of God without a solemn 
pause. 



Could we perceive Him, God he 

could not be ; 
A God alone can comprehend a God. 
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God's hand unseen sustains the 

poles, 
On which the huge creation rolls ; 
The starry arch proclaims his po wer. 
His pencil glows in every flower ; 
In thousand shapes and colours rise 
His painted wonders to our eyes, 
While heasts and hirds with labour- 
ing throats 
Teach us a God in thousand notes ; 
The meanest pin in nature's frame 
Marks out some letters of his name ; 
Where sense can reach or fancy rove. 
From hill to hill, from grove to 

grove, 
Across the waves, around the sky, 
There's not a spot, or deep, or high. 
Where the Creator has not trod. 
And left the footsteps of a God. 



f deny themselves for 
1 enjoy themselTea in 



compared to a great rock 
I'lnd. (Isaiah xxsii. 2.) 
e heat that we might sit 



! "poor in spirit" are those 

desire no earthly distiactioD, 

earthly riches, are thank- 

for what they have, and think 

e than they deserve. 



"^' Leighton. — ^Themorethe children 

" of God walk like their Father, and 

their home, the more unlike must 
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they, of necessity, become to the 
world about them, and therefore 
become the very mark of all their 
enmities and malice. And thus 
indeed the godly, though the sons 
of peace ^ are the improper causes, 
the occasion of much noise and 
disturbance in the world ; as their 
Lord, the Prince of peace, avows it 
openly of Himself in that sense, 
** / came not to send peace, hut a 
sn^ord, to set a man at variance 
with his father, and the daughter 
against the mother, Sfc. (Matt. x. 
34.) If a son in a family begin to 
enquire after God, and withdraw 
from their profane or dead way. 
Oh, what a clamour rises presently ! 
*' Oh my son, or daughter, or wife, 
is become a plain fool,'' &c. And 
then all is done that may be, to 
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nd \ex them, and make their 
ievoua to them. The exact 
Talking of a Christian really 
mis the world about him ; 
tlu' diaorder and foulness of 
l)roi;ine way<. The life of 
II, set by the side of dead 
Jaialitv, discovers it to be a car- 
, a lifeless appearance; and for 
, neither grossly wicked, nor 
nt, formal persona can well di- 
it. There is in the life of a 
Jhristian a coBvincing light, that 
>hcw8 tliu deformity of the works 
(if darkness, and a piercing heat, 
that Bcorcbea the ungodly, and stirs 
cind troubles their consciences. 
This thoy cannot endure, and hence- 
rises ill them a contrary fire of 
wicked hatrt^d, and hence the trial*, 
the fiery trials of the godly.. 






Btre»in» t^"^ 



t ftedthe 



There, ^^ 

All hi. '■""'^'SS p..-"""'. 
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Ye, no more your Buns descending, 
Waning moons no more shall see ; 
But your griefs for ever ending. 
Find eternal noon in me : 
God shall rise, and shining o'er you, 
Change to-day the gloom of night ; 
He the Lord shall he your glory, 
God your everlasting light. 



When the holy Jesus saith, ** If 
the world hate you," he does not 
add hy way of consolation, that it 
may some time or other cease its 
hatred, or that it will not always 
hate them ; but he only gives this 
as a reason for their bearing it, " ye 
know that it hated me, before it 
hated you ; ** signifying, that it was 
he, that is/his spirit, that by reason 



rfiB coninrietT to the world, "t 
±m. Mid «1"»5S iKiiild be, h»i« 



-j'» fW M-^/-(y ge shall A^^ 
,-->» .;.-' ■" ■ l^f bf of good eheer- 
I ktff orrrrOMf ihf irorld."— 



lb* Afv'sile Paid w«s a clw*o 

(ess.fi, *^i dearie beloved of tb* 

L:ri: r-i Use Lord did nol sa' 

.•■■i»y::r.j: fena, what gnat thingi 

"w WW n: do or enjor ;thou^ nc- 

Kv't f»?rajps tT«T did more fei 

t irsK. w «ih>*¥J more of him 

apw KT ti i-ei " n~hat^nBt thinjs 




t ; not for tlie grief that i 

, for tbat would be unnatural, 
I for tha peaceable fruits of right- 
^eneas which they shall produ' 



n<!. 



' Mijjiesh and my heart faile.th : 
W Kt God is ttie streniflh of my 
F ^art, and my porfionfor eeer.'\^^^ 
' Psalm IxNiii. 2B.) 



m 

ituraU I 

■ight- 

leth : 
V '"? 



WliMi pilling aifkness wastes tim 

_ Acul« disense and weakening pala.^ 
^^ When life fast spends her "" ^'^ 
flame, 

le help Df man is vf 
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Joyless and dark all things appear, 
Languid the spirits, weak the flesh: 
Medicines can't esse, nor ooidul^ 

cheer, 
Xor food support, nor sleep refresh. 

Oh ! then to have recourse to God, 
To pray to Him in time of need; 
To feel the halm of Jesus' hlood. 
This is to find a friend indeed. 
O Christian ! this thy happy lot, 
Who cleavest to the Lord by faith; 
He'll never leave thee, doubt it not, 
In pain, in sickness, or in death. 

When flesh and heart decays and 
fttils. 

He will thy strength and portion 
he. 

Support tby weakness, bear thyails, 
And softly whisper, « Trust in me. ' 




iself shall be thy tender friend, 
■ kind Physician and thy stay, 
_ ' make thy bed will condescend, 
f'/J '^ chase thy burning tears away. 



] low animating the example of 
■ aged Christian whose whole 
neanour is dignified by the in- 

(■nce of gospel principles; he 
rit'th to the grave in a full age, 
.■'.;? as a shock of corn cometh in 
his season /"—(Job v. 26.} 



llie soul's dark cottage battered 
' and decayed, 

Lets in new light through chink* 
that time has made ; 



r 
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Stronger by weakness pious mefii 

become 
As they draw near to their eternal 

home ; 
Thus our past life, when virtuously 

spent, 
Must to our age its happy fruits 

present. 



What though the almond-tree be 

silver 'd o'er,* 
And trembling stand the keepers of 

the door; 
The strong men bow themselves ; 

the grinders cease ; 
And fears alarm, when all abroad 

is peace; 



-i * 



Ecclos. 12th chap. 
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ligh yon bright lua no longer 
in delight; 
: its influence, as debarred tti 

sight ; 
■ ■A'^h the light grasshopper % 

liurdengrowa, 
1 tlie small wren can rob thee of 

f-/ L'Mi,' all fled; muajcno joy afford ; 
it broke the golden bowl; just 
' loosed the silver cord ; 
' fet patience, resignation, still are 
; thine; 

Through the dark eye-ball heaven 

born faith may shine, 
Alsmp to lighten others on their wny. 
And cheer them onward to the 

realme of day ; 
Too late the rules of living to supply. 
The hoary head should teach u» 
how to^di«. 
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" We know thai if our eartM^ 
kamse of this tabernacle were cSf- 
eoivedj we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.'" — (2 Cor. 
▼. 1.) 

And shall we mourn to see 

Our fellow prisoner free — 
Free from doubts and griefs, and 
fears. 

In the haven of the skies. 
Can we weep to see the tears 

Wiped for ever from his eyes ? 

Through clouds and storms a sum- 
mer breaks. 
To shine on the resigned. 



/ >.'. 



' ^nct I ntiii pray the Father, 
J \n«t he ahaii give you another 
J 'Comforter, that he may abide with 
I ^oufor e««r."— (John xiv. 16.} 

Reader \ art thou desolate aod 
'afflicted because an earthly friend 
I taken from thee, remember "If 
the Comforter could make up for 
I' ihe loBB of Chriafa bodily presence ; 
yea, inake it even expedient that 
Se should go away ; how much 
more can he supply the place of 
every creature!" 



^' TeaT not, Zion's sons and daughter! ! 
Perfect love ihould cast out fear, 
^^ When you pais through deepest 
^^ waters, 

■fti'' I) your Saviour still am near. 
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Qrefvbelm'd by waves oi sottoh. 
Place your trust in Zion s 1^; 
•fheflce fresh comfort yeshallboTro*, 
Tbeoce memorial stones shaHbiing. 

jfl the furnace of affliction, 
I irill save joa from despair; 

j^re divine shall bring convictioa 
Thtt my arm is round you theie. j 

lyever shall you be forsaken, 
Kothing shall ha ve power to barmr 

While your faith remains unshaken \ 
In Jehovah's outstretchWanzz. 

Heights nor depths shal] from m 
sever 
T^ose whom Christ hath hroughi 
to me, 
/ wUl keep tbem safe forerer, 
And their God and Saviour be. 
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What are these which are ar- 
led in white robes ? and whence 
\me ihcyV — '' Tfiese are they 
]hick came out of great tribula- 
,071, a7id have waslied their robes, 
nd made them white in the blood 
][fthe Lamb, Therefore are they 
)efore the throne of God ^ and serve 
Mm day and night in his temple : 
tid he that sitteth on the throne 
hall dwell among them,*' — (Rev. 
7. 13, U, 15.) 

At the creation, amidst the dark- 
>s of chaos, Jehovah said, ^^ Let 
re be light ^ and there was lights 
en veiled in human flesh, he 
imanded the raging winds and 
cs, saying, ^^ Peace be still; 
immediately there was a great 
^ " To his tempest- tossed 

M 4 



I 



M6 

people he DOW gpeaks : 
- p€>sing words: '*Beitiu\ 

' /Aa/ I am Ood''-^^^ ^ 

re#t unto their soub. 

In rirJent public coiet' 
** Gtfd can stiU the mdness I 
^^^^ple; " mJ 111 inward t 
^ffoiue* Jbe can caJm tbef 

on/^^^^S'''^''"'y ^ against a^i 
" ^^^^ Jf«i>. 29,) 

^n raiments ^\ ^ndthekdl 
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. for they tow not, nor 
o barns f yet your hsa- 
•her feedeth them. Are 
<.ch better than they >" 



not, vrhen eH yonr scanty 
f tores afford, 

u t once upon the sparing 

t, when worn the homely 
robe appears, 
lile, on the roof, the howling 
tempt'st bears; 
. 7hat farther shall this feeble life 

And what shall clothe these shiver- 
ing limbs agtun^ 
f .1 <' Say, does not life its QouriBhtnent 
•'*'; exceed? 

'"' And the fur body its inTsstjng weed 1 



'b^lJT and look *^^^^ - 

the light t^najttm iff tif b^^!^^' , 
theat, nor ^t^nes, nor srrsiri 

belong; 

^bt but tbs t^oae/Imnd s: . 

le»aiag ar>a^- 

your kin</ A^ai-eal^ Fai^zr 

•ada bis eys j 

last wing- lAat misaioT,. 

Aj; "^ X 

tbej aiog w&^^a 
I the plain, 
hej ajia w 




the rising lily's inotvM 

the various vegetable! 
ither toil nor spin, but 
i grow, 

how warm they blusb ! Iioil 
ibright they glow! 
■at regal vestments can ' 
thctu compare! 

ing BO ahining! or v 
en 80 fair ! 
I ceaaelesa thus the fowls of Hea 
lie feeds, 
o'er the fields BUch lucid n 



lie 
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*• If God sj clothe ike gra.<i 
vf the Jie!d, fthiek to-ilay is, ahs 
io-morrort is cast into the otef. 
MftjU he not much more clothe 
yr^ii, Oye of little faith /"— (Mat*. 
vi. S'J.} 



In youth we are prone to form 
apprehensions that when we have 
attained more advanced years »e 
will yield more of our affections, 
and our faculties, to drawing near 
unto God, and to the promotion of 
his righteous cause. But this as- 
suredly is a snare of the enemy; it 
is not that perfect dedication which 
is often enjoined and typified, under 
the law^ hy a sacrifice of the first 
year without blemish. Great in- 
deed and invaluable are the ad van* 
\Rge9 Att(*nclant on early dedication. 



"^U 



"Piety is tlie brightest ornatmfnt, 
»d tUe best safeguard of youth. 

As under the law, the first-fruits 

vere to be consecrated to God, so 

>«8bt tbe first and best yews 'oi 
vfe. 

"Early religion," observed the 
pious Doddridge, "lays the fouada, 
tion of happiness both in time and 
eternity." 

^hen we read the sacred page, 

and mark its character, we find that 

waong the most eminently dignified 

>n the Lord's service, are some who 

^Q very youth were given up to 

promote his righteousness. Joseph, 

Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, 



I 
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Jooah, and Danid, were among 
dMw; the strength of their days 
tvM yielded to holy requiringa, and 
their lives were honourable. 

**Bemember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth^ while the 
evii days came noty nor the years 
draw nigh^ when thou shctlt say I 
hcnenopleasureinthemJ* — (Eccles. 

xii. I.) 

Men may differ from ns in their 
opinions as well as their expressions, 
and nevertheless be partakers of 
the like precious faith. It is pos- 
sible they may not have a distinct 
apprehension of the very blessings 
which they enjoy, tbw ideas may 
not be so clear, and yet their ex- 
perience may be as sound as ours. 
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If thou wouldest be extensively 

ixseful, waste not thy strength uposi 

t^liose things which are of a dispute 

Skble nature ; but testify against 

open, notorious vice ; and promote 

real essential holiness. Leave dis* 

putable points to those who have 

no better business than to toss the 

ball of controversy to and fro. 



Some professors pass for very 
meek good-natured people till you 
displease them; they resemble a^ 
pool or a pond ; while you let it 
alone it looks clear and limpid, but 
if you stk towards the bottom ^ tbop 
risbg sediments soon discover ihm 
impurities that lurk beneath. ^ '. v - 



Bufaop Wktson. — When the sinnt 
of ChriitimnitT shall exert its propM 
inflaetKC over the mtnda of indi- 
vidnslt, and eipeoally over the 
minds of public men in their pubSc 
capacities. War will cease throu^ 
ont the Chrisdan World. 

"' Hot beautiful upon tlie moun- 
tains are tke feet of him that 
brinyeth good tidings, that pub- 
lisheth Peace." — (Isaiah lii, 7.) 

Adams. — '■'■God be tnerciful lo 
me a sinner" said the Publican. 
If I were to hear you wishing to be 
the man, I should hope'' well of 
your case ; if you say vou'are, it w 
» hundred to one you are mistak«a 
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Mow often do men work earuestl/, 

nd do and suffer much for the 

jiicertain vrages of glorj' and thanks 

\Tnong8tmen! and how many of them 

fall short of their reckoning, either 

dying before they come to that 

Htate w\iere they think to find it, 

or not finding it where they looked 

for it, arvd so they live but to feel 

the pain of their diaappointments. 

Or, iS they do attain their end, such 

glory and thanks as men have to 

gi^ethem, what amounts it to? la 

it any other than a handful of no- 

fti\ng, the breath of their mouths, 

and themselves much like it, a 

saviour dying out in the air* 

"God is love ; and he that 
dnretlelh in lote dwelleth in Ood, 
and God in him."~{l Johniv. 16.) 






(% when BbjtU the loud »^ 

OMK* of debate be timud to d» 

•wrwt sounds of nnited praw fof 

tb. Uewinn of P««' Trul. 

dtfvoai ■opplicatkins to thfCndef 

p««. oill aMiiredly resi-h •»» "»' 

whodeli^ht^lhin peaw. Thebtdgt 

of discip!csi»ip is uat of a do"'""'"' 

clunct^r ; tf we are the JiilIoi«" 

of Jnus Chfbt we shall love one 

wothw. To allain to thkbapp 

•bU*. all Chrwliaos should UIUW 

lfa«tr eodnvoun, and inBie"^ " 

lankiag oat Car and insisting up''' 

points of diffirrence and djatinolioo. 

seek for thoMf oul.r in which ihej 

f'" or Diav Bgrse, Tiiey may »' 

Unst «ow liie *e£da of pi^ace and 

"aity, tliaDgti ihej ufaould not live 

' the /riii/f of it in tbl^ 



Aorld. Uletsed are the peace- 
■naTcers, says the Prince of Peace, 
for they shall be called the children 
<.f God. 

When joined to that harmonioui 
throng, 
That filU the choirs above ; 
Then shall we tune our golden harps, 
And every note be — Love. 

" But the end of all things is at 
hand : be ye therefore sober, and 
match unto prayer. And above 
all thinffS have fervent charity 
among yoursehes -■ for charily 

shall coeer the mulUliidc of sins." 

(\ Peter, iv. 7, 8.) 

Doddridge says — " Happy shall 
that disciple of our compasaioDate 




T-ord be, wliom he shall most emi- 
nently own, in healing the breachM 
which the artifices of the tempter, 
too often abetted by the infirmities 
of God's faithful servants, have 
already made in the Church, and 
which the great enenij- is continu- 
■IIt endeavouring to multiply and 
to widen ; happy he who, reverenc- 
ing and loving his master's image 
whererer he sees it, shall teach 
others so to do, and who being 
himself an example of yielding (so 
fcr as he conscientiously can) and 
of not taking upon him to censure 
others where he cannot yield to 
(hern, shall do his part (onards ce- 
menting in the bonds of holy hie 
"H (he children of God, and the 
members of Christ: how nnsuc- 



eetsfiil . 



efforts mat be, 
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-^^xr by whatever suspicions and tct 

;£>jroachful names his moderation 

-ori-ay be stigmatized, his Divine 

^&d aster will neither fail to consider 

xt: in its true view, nor to honour it 

'vvith proportionable tokens of his 

;ceptance and favour. 



"Ye different sects, who all declare, 
*'Lo, here is Christ!" or "Christ 

is there ! " 
Your stronger proofs divinely give, 
And shew me where the Christiana 
live. 

Your claim, alas ! ye cannot prove ; 
Ye want the genuine mark of love ; 
Thou only, Lord, thine own canst 

. shew ; 
^<Xt sure t/f oil /last a Church belon*. 



S 2 
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*' O thou afflicted^ tossed mtk 
tempest^ and not comforted^ heho/d 
I ftill lay thy stones rcith fair 
colours^ and lay thy foundations 
with sapphires. *4nd I will make 
thy windons of agates^ and thy 
gates of carbuncles^ and all thy 
borders of pleasant stones.'' — 
(Isaiah liv. 11, 12.) 



There is a special debt of pity to 
those whom we love as brethren in 
our Lord Jesus Christ: they are 
most closely hnked to us by a 
peculiar fraternal love; an helping 
hand is due to all, but especially 
to these, and if we ought to 
discharge this debt in regard to 
outward distresses, how much in 
their soul afflictions! — the rather 
because they are most heavy in 
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liemselves, and least understood, 
ind therefore least regarded ; yea, 
jometimes rendered yet heavier by 
natural friends, possibly by their 
bitter scoffs and taunts, or by their 
slighting, or, at least by their mis- 
applying of proper helps and re- 
medies, which, as unfit medicines, 
do rather exasperate the disease ; 
therefore they that do understand 
and can be sensible of that kind of 
wound, ought so much the more to 
be tender and pitiful towards it, 
and to deal mercifully and gently 
with it. It may be, very weak 
things sometimes trouble a weak 
Christian ; but there is in the spirit 
of the godly, a humble condescen- 
sion learaed from Christ, who broke 
not the bruised reed, nor quenched 
the smoking flax. The least diffi- 



euli2es and scruples in a tender 
■see shocJd not be fooghlj 
jeftv? : xhex are as a knot in 
.in tiuvai, and reqoire a gentle 
LTT hand to loose them. 



Le: xiTEie sar. " If I betake my- 
lI io liie waT of ffodliness, I must 
b:i fire'arell to gladness;^' no, on 
the e^jctrarr, never a truly joyful 
diT nil then, vea, no daTs at all, 
bui iL^hi to the soul, till it enter- 
tain Jesus Christ, and his kingdom, 
vLioh consists in righteousness^ 
jnrtznr, tnuijoff km fJk€ Holff Ghost. 



w&r Mio^ conformed to this world. 
^Ettctt command in s<:ripture can 
fce evaded, and everj doctrinal as- 
pcrrerted, plausibly, and 
r, if we set about it iir 




! 
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T' 



QP^ earnest. Many there are who 
priiklse tlie principle of self-denial in 
gpneral, and condemn it in its pe- 
culiar applications as too minute, 
scrupulous and severe, but let not 
any think that small which has a 
bearing upon the kingdom of Christ. 
The severest part of self-denial 
consists in encountering the disap- 
probation, the envy, the hatred of 
one's dearest friends. All who 
enter the strait and narrow path in 
good earnest, soon find themselves 
in a climate extremely uncongenial 
to the growth of pride. How 
strikingly obvious is the truth that 
Christ has never honoured the 
leaders of worldly fashion (while 
they remained such) by appointing 
them leaders in his cause f 



I 



N 4 
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•' Wherefore^ come out from 
ctmong them^ and he ye separate, 
saith the Lordr—[2 Cor. vi. 17.) 



Judson. — What is the real mo- 
tive for wearing ornamental and 
costly apparel ? Is it not the desire 
of setting off one's person to the 
best advantage, and of exciting the 
love and admiration of others ? Is 
not such dress calculated to gratify 
self-love ; to cherish the sentiments 
of vanity and pride ? And is it not 
the nature of those sentiments to 
acquire strength from indulgence? 
Do such motives and sentiments 
comport with the meek, humble, self- 
den vin^ religion of Jesus Christ f 
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TP^J^^se adorningy let it not be 

^ujtt azct p^ard adorning of plaiting 

fte Kcbir^ and of wearing of gold ^ 

>/• q/^ 2pzttting on of apparel; hut 

\et it he the hidden man of the 

hearty in that which is not cor- 

ritptihlcy even the ornament of a 

ineeJc and quiet spirit^ which is in 

the sight of God of great priced — 

(1 Peter iii. 3, 4.) 

''Here" (says Leighton) ** the 
Apostle pulls off from Christian 
women their vain outside orna- 
ments ; but is not this a wrong, to 
spoil all their dressing and fineness ? 
No, he doth this, only to send them 
U> a better wardrobe : there is 
much profit in the change." 
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*• ZL- ~- 
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- C , r. i:. i. The necltct d^ 

--■^^^* *^ ajfrj-tiaiT cj-ntrast to ^'^'' 

'^^ A: rii =:r: ; his sons " umilei^^i''' 

\"' •" ^iere*bre God hein^ C'- 

T'-^^s<?xi ,r^j2i iujH^ put his faDiu. 

••«-'' or tl>e priesthood, and dec]m 

' * si^ or bis displeasure, that 




tidings can ever 
if a pious Parent than 
:isbeen cut off in his 
but the reflection of 
■d, can afford comfort 



i-ti.— ■' When we are 
i. of eternitj, how do 
:igs ebrink into their 



' sMcet alifemightChristisns 
■rjuld tliey but bring their 
irts to a full subjection to the 
ill of God ! to be con- 
tent not only with what he com- 
mands and approves, but also with 
what he allots and appoints ! It 
WM ft sweet reply a woman onc« 
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made upon her death-bed to a friend 
that asked whether she w^re more 

r t 

willing to live or die? She an- 
swered, '* I am pleased with what 
God pleases," yea said her friend, 
*'but if God should refer it to you, 
which wo uld you choose ? " " truly,* \ 
said she, ** if God would refer it to 
me, I would refer it to him again." 
Ah, blessed life, when the will is 
swallowed up in the will of Got!, 
and the heart at rest in his care 
and love, and pleased Avith all his 
appointments ! 



Lgrd, I would, I do submit, 
Gladly yield my all to thee ; 

What thy wisdom sees most fit. 
Must be, surely, bf*t for me. 
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y when the way is rough, 
.nd the coward flesh would start, 
it thy promise and thy love 
■ Cheer and animate my heart. 

' Wlien thou art converted, 
Wtrenffthen thy brethren." — (Luke 
f ixii. 32.} 

■ conversion of a gout is an 

inestimnhle gain ; it is a high 

trading and design to go ahout it. 

Ob I the precious soul, but how 

undervalued by most ! Will we 

believe Him who well knew the 

price of it, for He paid it, that the 

whole visible world is not worth 

, one — ' ""^ gaining of it all can- 

k-not. -ill that loss? (Matt. 

is, wives, and hus- 

'eTits, and friends. 



adtr aenoult-, *ad apply the 
arivn to prmy murh that th 
■•eoBverted relsUoBi, in nab 
dnd. BMj be raltTeaaJ, and ti 
ikfj 11W7 r«en^« them frctn deal 
■ad U)»T wculd Mtemi nothi 
ml in no nitunl cootent or g 
witbont that, at l«ut, iritfaout i 
ip ctw ot dili^nce in seeking, 
llwtr ntnio«t ikill and pains. 

A soul mteemed demands i 
of pnuw. 

1'he angodly "are Me the eh 
th^ trind drieetk arrai 
B I nn empty professor who 
b and substance of real gc 
Tbea am I but chaff 
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cLong his corn. The eye of man 
innot discern my hypocrisy; but 
'lien lie conies, whose fan is in hia 
land, how plainly will it be de- 
.ected ! Angels and men shall 
liscern it, and say, " ho, this is 
the man that made not God his 
atrevgtk." How shall I abide the 
day of his coming? Things shall 
not be carried then by names and 
parties, as they are now; every 
one shall be weighed in a just 
balance, and a " mene Tekel " 
writteu upon every false heart. Is 
there such a Tanning-time coming? 
Why do not I sift my heart every 
day by serious gc If-ex ami nation ? 
Ko work more important than this ; 
andyet howmnch have I neglected 
it! my sout, how much happier 



^^^M|dilion whc 
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in 8pirit, can endure the coming 
day of sifting, and will be found 
among the wheat, the weighty 
wheat, which will be gathered into 
the heavenly garner ! 



**.'Vb/ many wise men after the 
fleshy not many mighty y not many 
nohley are called. But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the things 
which are mighty ; and base things 
of the worldy and things which 
are despised ^ hath God chosen ^ yea^ 
and things which are noty to bring 
to nought things that are ; that no 
flesh should glory in his presence.'* 
(i Cor. 1.26,27,28,29.) 



In the Brst planting of Christianity, 
in the world, by what weak instra- 
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ments was it done ! Christ did not 
choose eloquent orators, or men of 
aiitliority in the courts of kings 
and emperors, but twelve poor 
mechanics and fishermen ; and these 
not sent together in a troop, but 
some to take one country to conquer 
it, and some another — the most 
ridiculous course in appearance that 
could be imagined ; and yet in how 
short a time was the gospel spread, 
and churches planted by them in 
the several kingdoms of the world ! 



•* The Lord shall he thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall he ended. — (Isaiah 
Ix. 20.) 

Christian ! Whatsoever thy trou- 
bles, wants, or fears, remember for 
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thy encouragement the condition of 
the Children of Israel ; when they 
came near the Land of Promise 
there was a swelling Jordan betwixt 
it and them, which seemed to forbid 
their further passage : but it is said 
in Joshua iii. 17. ** The priests 
that bore the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord^ stood firm on the 
ffrouml in the midst of Jordan ; 
and all the Israelites passed oter 
on dry ground^ until all the people 
ftere passed clean over Jordan*' 



** fflth the blast of thy nostrils 
the nraters n^ere gathered together^ 
the floods stood upright as an 
heapy and the depths ivere con- 
cealed in the heart of the sea'^ — 
(Exodus xr. 8.) 
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O how delightful will it be, to 
behold at one view, the whole de- 
sign of Providence, and the proper 
place and use of every single act, 
"which we could not understand in 
this world ! All the dark, intricate, 
puzzling providences, at which we 
are now sometimes so stumbled 
a-xid sometimes amazed, which we 
can reconcile neither with the pro- 
mises nor with each other, nay which 
we so unjustly censure and bitterly 
bewail as if they had fallen out 
quite cross to our happiness, we 
shall then see to be unto us, as the 
difficult passage through the wilder- 
ness was unto Israel, the right way 
* * to a city of Jiahitatioii . ' ' 



** JVhat I do thou knoweat not 
nowy but thou ahait know here^ 
qfter, — (John xiii, 7.) 



(I 
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Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take. 
The clouds ye so much dread, 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense. 
But trust him for his grace ; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour ; 
The bud may have a bitter taste. 

But sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err. 
And scan his work in vain ; 

God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 
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** / have yet many things to say 
unto yoUy hut ye cannot hear them 
now. Howheit when he, the Spirit 
of Truths is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself ; hut what'-^ 
soever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak : and he will shew you things 
to come, — (John xvi. 12, 13.) 



Though hearing and reading are 
the usual means of convincing se- 
rious minds of the religious expe- 
riences of the faithful, such aids 
alone cannot turn the strong tide 
of our propensity to evil. That 
wonderful change doth not consist 
in a mere assent to truths proposed 
to the understanding, hut in a oon^ 
version of the will hy the operation 
of the Spirit of Truth, which aU 

o i 



Irnutelv eolightens the miad, and 
morti6es the will, till the point of 
entire pMaiveness is attained ; when 
the balm of healing mercy is poured 
into the sout, and produces such a 
determined preference of good in 
the mind and affections, as full; 
sets it free from the dominion and 
torment of corrupt nature. During 
this strife of the two seeds of grace 
and evil in the soul, the disposition 
and conduct of the patients are 
wavering and inconstant, and, to 
inexperienced and superficial ob- 
s-Tiers, utterly incomprehensible, 
^They are supposed by such, and 
UiPtimcs perhaps by themselves, 
uiijects of the heavenly Ising- 
irfiereas they are yet only 
^'ng if; and, not having 
'ts strait gate, are still too 
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much strangers to its laws and 
ordinances, perfectly to keep them. 
In this preparatory state, we are 
taught by our frequent miscarriages, 
the insufficiency of man to direct 
his own steps; and not being yet 
wholly weaned from human de- 
pendence, divine wisdom sees meet 
to make use of instrumental helpers 
for our aid and encouragement, 
gradually lessening and removing 
these, as we are able to endure the 
deprivation: — till, at length, all 
these props being struck away, we 
appear to ourselves as utterly des- 
titute and forsaken. Thus what 
was said of typical Israel, is spi- 
ritually experienced by the Christian 
traveller, ''''He found him in a 
^^^^^* j^Yifjl^ Q-fid Ifi {fiQ fijoste howl- 

rness ; He led him about ; 
'.cted him ; He kept him 

O 1 
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1X8 the apple of his eye ; " and what 
follows is fulfilled, to his unspeak- 
able and everlasting comfort. " As 
an eagle stirreth tip her nest^ ftut^^ 
tereth over her young^ spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them^ 
and heareth them upon her wingSy 
so the Lord alone did lead him^ 
and (now) there is no strange God 
(or inferior object of dependence) 
with him,^^ 



If, in thy journey through life, 
thou overtake or art overtaken by 
any one who is seeking truth for its 
own sake, thou needest not enquire 
from whence he came, or from which 
particular tribe he sprang, but 
frankly give him thy hand ; for be 
assured, thou hast found a safe and 
instructive companion. 



m' 



"In thy light shall rve see light," 
(Psalm xxxvi. 9.) 

Of outward testimony it is said, 
every word shall be establiFhed by 
two witnesses. (Matt, xviii. 16.) 
But truths presented to the mind 
in the Divine light, require no auch 
evidence: they produce a distinctive 
assent, and leave nd more room 
for doubt and conjecture, than 
when in the clear sunshine we see 
any person or thing with which we 
are well acquainted. 

" To fhia end nas T born, and 
ybr this cause came I into the 
toorld, that I should hear raitness 
unto Che truth. Every one that 
is of \earelk my voice."— 
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Men commonly read and hear, 
and may possibly preach, of the 
sufferings of Christ as a common 
story, and in that way it may a 
little move a man, and wring tears 
from his eyes. But faith hath an- 
other kind of sight of them, and so 
works another kind of affections; 
and without that, the very eye-sight 
of them had availed the Apostles 
nothing; for how many saw him suf- 
fer as they did, who reviled, or at 
least despised Him ! But by the 
eye of faith to see the only begotten 
Son of God, as stricken and smitten 
of God, hearing our sorrows^ and 
wounded for our transgressions i 
Jesus Christ the righteous, reckoned 
amongst the unrighteous and male^ 
factors ; to see Him stripped naked, 
and scourged, and buffeted, and 



343 

nailed, and dying r and all for us ; 
this is the thing that will bind upon 
us 8trongly,all the duties of Christi- 
anity and of our particular callings, 
and best enable us, according to 
our calliogs, to bind them upon 

'^Surely the righteous shall gtee 
t7tanks tinto thy name: the up- 
right shall dwell in thy presence." 
(Psalm cxl. 13.) 

Those who maintain that holy 
exercise which enables them to walk 
in the presence of God, exhibit true 
simplicity of spirit ; they aim at 
Betting the Lord before them in all 
they do, seeking neither their own 
^.-~-*j.M ■, their own cratilicatiou, nr 
Q pleasure ; they re'semble 
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tlM nagneUc needle which potsttl 
•IwK^ loirud the north, turning 
Bcitbcr to Ihe right hand or to the 
Uti; KDd ir b; »ome strange \io- 
letkce, it is for a mou 
•ligblest degree moved aside, it is 
incvBBuitlj^ itgilaled uotil it reguDi 
tta right position. 

" ^nd rekett he itax demandtd 

^ Ikt Flutriseen nhen the kini/di 

1^ God gJtould eoHie, he annn-ered 

*'■—" ■•"■' fiiiti. The kinffi/om of 

■I not ttith obsrtc<ttion ; 

'// they sag, Lo here f 

■'■' /or behold the king- 

uujUvd it witAiHjfoi!.' — (Luk< 

'<■ w, ai.) 

■ ugtfstiue.— •■! went out of the 
y Me a wandering sheep, seelting 



that externally which was within 
nie ; I traversed the street and the 
ways of this great world, looking 
after thee my God, and I found thee 
not, because I sought thee not 
aright, and therefore did not arrive 
at the spot where thou art to be 
found ; I sought thee without and 
thou art within me, I sought thee 
afar off and thou art near at hand ; 
1 should have met with thee at once 
had I sought thee where thou art." 

" God that made the ■morld and 
oil things therein, seeing that he i» ' 
Lord of Heaven and eart}i,divelleth 
not in temples made with hands; 
neither is n-orshipped wi 
~ , as though, he needed any- 

J, seeing hegiveth to all lifi, 
mreath, ftnd nil thing* ; and 



^ 
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■ -jr.f ?-r>a? aJl naiionl 
> jfrr-.V on all the face 

•iRi? !i.::h <ifter:m)ied 
. -(■ c-SK'iH'.fd. ap-d tlte 

■ -ir k.i''iiathg: thit 
^-i :}„■ Lord. if haply 

V if k:I for from 
r «*."— (Acts »tu. 
■-> 



-L — - Oh ! what a *ean- 
!i» live EiuoiiEsI men, and 
e« (MM>: and amoi^l 
•^ find 90 fe« Chn«- 
■«A t»& aixi M little 
turned almost to a 
oT WDcds ; aaJ amidst 
irses. puaiUan'- 



IsToe' 
dew fi. 
U wraj 
■ilenc: 
worki: 
distill 



I 



■' Hf »hall eoiue dortn like rain 
ipnn ihf mown ffrass : as »hofeert 
thai tttiler the earth." — (Psalm 
Uxii. 6.) 

A sedate and fomposcd mind is 
Dcci-siarv in order to know our- 
s^l'.ea aad lo kaow God, as it is 
ilated in Psalm xlri. Be stiUmd 
knoir that lam God.' Such wis- 
dom both deserves and demands a 
vacant soul : it will not as it vete, 
thrust itaelf into a coroer, nor in- 
habit a polluted or unquiet breast. 
GoJ nas 110/ in the n-h}i-!„:hul, nor 
the slilt small 
\ Kings xix. 12.) The 
T ia peaceful and serene, 
1 are turbulent and 
' the sea, whose 
isbou^ and ihrom 
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up continually mire and dirt. Im- 
purity is the inseparable attendant 
of this inquietude ; hut the wisdom 
that is from above, is first pure, 
then peaceable (James iii. 17.) ; and 
in that blessed country to which it 
teaches us to aspire, there is the 
most perfect and everlasting union 
of purity and peace. 



" Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me ; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me'' — (Psalm xxiii. 4.) 



At death the saints are engaged 
in the last and one of the most 
eminent works of faith, even the 
committing of themselves into the 
hands of God, when they are launch- 
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ing forth into a vast eternity, aad en- 
tering into that new state which will 
make so great a change upon them 
in a moment. But O with what 
encouragement may a Christian 
throw himself into the arms of that 
God, with whom he has long con- 
versed and walked in this world; 
whose visits have been sweet and 
frequent, with whom the soul hath 
contracted so intimate acquaintance ; 
to whom he has committed all his 
affairs and still found him a faithful 
God, and now has no reason to 
doubt but that he shall find him so 
in his last conflict and exigence 
also ! 



" One is your Master^ even 
Christ : and all ye are brethren.^'* 
—(Matt, xxiii. 8.) 
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The true Church of Christ con- 
sists of members of all visible 
Churches who in the sincerity of 
their hearts are endeavouring to 
know and to perform the will of 
God. These will be finally ac- 
cepted, whatever denomination they 
may have borne among men, and 
will, in a glorified state, form part 
of that company which no man can 
number, gathered from every na- 
tion, kindred, tongue, and people, 
which the Evangelist John, in the 
vision of God, saw surrounding 
the Throne, and uniting in the 
Universal Hallelujah. 



THE END. 



S. Piper, Printer, Iptwicb. 
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